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Lesbian  and  Gay  Workers  Join  Union  Rally 


By  Scott  Brookie 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Con¬ 
tingents  of  several  hundred  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  swelled  the 
ranks  of  the  AFL-CIO’s  massive 
Solidarity  Day  rally  held  here  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  19.  The  gay  com¬ 
munity  was  also  well  represented 
at  similar  labor  rallies  on  the  same 
day  in  San  Francisco  and  Los  An¬ 
geles. 

Solidarity  Day  was  called  by  the 
14-million  member  labor  federa¬ 
tion  to  protest  the  economic  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion.  Early  predictions  of  a  turn¬ 
out  of  100,000  in  Washington 
were  far  exceeded  by  a  crowd  esti¬ 
mated  by  the  U.S.  Park  Police  at 
500,000  and  by  rally  organizers  at 
six  to  seven  hundred  thousand. 

Many  marchers  expressed  en¬ 
thusiasm  about  the  day’s  activi¬ 
ties.  “I  told  my  union  president 
that  I  was  coming  up  with  the 
union  but  I  was  going  to  march 
with  the  gays,”  Sam  Roland,  a 
member  of  a  Florida  transit 
union,  told  GCN.  ‘‘I  think  it’s 
real  important  for  union  people  to 
see  that  they  have  brothers  and 
sisters  who  are  in  the  union  who 
are  gay.” 

Gil  Gerard  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays  (NCBG), 
also  talked  about  the  importance 
of  visibility.  “Being  out  here 
shows  that  there  is  a  black  and  gay 
presence.  A  lot  of  times  when  they 
show  the  gay  rights  movement, 
they  never  include  third  world 
people,”  he  told  GCN. 

TTielma  Oshin,  also  of  NCBG, 
said  she  was  marching  with  her 
children  because  “we  live  in  this 
community;  the  budget  cuts  affect 
us  too.” 

Barry  Friedman  said  that  there 
is  an  ongoing  discussion  of  gay 
issues  in  his  Chicago  AFSCME 
local  and  added,  “My  lover  and  I 
both  work  for  a  Family  Services 
Agency  and  the  budget  cuts  are 
just  destroying  our  program.  We 
work  in  child  abuse,  and  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  child  abuse  rises  every 
time  unemployment  rises.” 

Murder, 

By  David  Morris 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  re¬ 
cent  murder  of  a  gay  man  on  a  San 
Franciso  street,  coupled  with  an 
increasing  number  of  arrests  of 
gay  street  people  for  minor  of¬ 
fenses,  has  sparked  an  angry  re¬ 
sponse  from  this  city’s  lesbian  and 


The  National  Organization  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalitioon  of  Black  Gays, 
both  of  which  had  been  officially 
recognized  by  rally  organizers, 
marched  together  with  the  Gert¬ 
rude  Stein  Democratic  Coub,  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  and  the 
Walt  Whitman  Republican  Club 
in  a  contingent  numbering  around 
150.  Further  on  in  the  march  came 
an  equal-sized  group  from  Black 
and  White  Men  Together,  Dykes 
Against  Racism  Everywhere,  Salsa 
Soul  Sisters,  the  Coalition  of  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  and 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of  the 
People’s  Anti-war  Mobilization. 

Several  marchers  noted  that  “a 
couple  hundred”  lesbians  and  gay 
men  paused  on  the  way  to  their 
unions  to  express  support  to  the 
gay  contingents.  For  some, 
visibility  was  not  an  option.  One 
Connecticut  lesbian  told  GCN, 
“I’m  a  member  of  a  teachers’ 
union  and  I  can’t  afford  to  be  out 
on  my  job  by  marching  with  a  gay 
group.” 

Reaction  to  the  gay  marchers 
was  largely  positive.  “People  were 
curious,  surprised,  amused,  pleas¬ 
ed,”  said  Mel  Boozer  of  NGTF. 
No  incidents  were  reported. 

There  were  no  lesbian  or  gay 
speakers  at  the  rally. 

Approximately  10,000  people, 
including  a  sizeable  gay  presence, 
attended  a  Solidarity  Day  rally  at 
Embarcadero  Plaza  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  where  they  were  addressed 
by,  among  others,  gay  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Supervisor  Harry  Britt  and 
Howard  Wallace  of  the  gay  leftist 
organization  Solidarity. 

“I  hope  that  Solidarity  Day  rep¬ 
resented  a  shift  toward  a  new 
politics  based  on  recognition  of 
the  divergent  interests  of  business 
and  labor.  In  that  divergence,  it’s 
very  clear  to  me  where  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  gay  people  lie,”  Britt  told 
GCN. 

Britt  added  that  “the  news  of 
the  day”  was  the  crowd  response 
to  San  Francisco  Mayor  Diane 
Feinstein,  who  “received  the  most 

Arrests 

gay  community. 

A  crowd  of  about  1 ,000  demon¬ 
strated  at  City  Hall  on  the  evening 
of  Monday,  Sept.  14,  the  day  after 
Nicholas  Ritus  was  stabbed  to 
death  by  assailants,  and  his 
companion,  Barney  Mabus,  was 
seriously  injured.  Ritus  and 


negative  crowd  reaction  that  I’ve 
heard  any  politician  get  ever.” 
Feinstein  has  often  been  at  odds 
with  the  San  Francisco  lesbian  and 
gay  community. 


Solidarity  Day  events  in  Los 
Angeles’  Westlake  Park  drew 
nearly  8,000  people.  Gays  and  les¬ 
bians  were  represented  by  con¬ 
tingents  form  the  Stonewall 


Scott  Brookie 
Democratic  Committee,  the  Pink 
Triangle  Coors  Boycott  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Caucus  of  the  California  Demo¬ 
cratic  Council. 


By  Philip  Shehadi 
NEW  YORK  —  New  Yorkers 
went  to  the  polls  on  Sept.  22, 
voting  in  a  primary  that  was  12 
days  late  and  somewhat  crippled 
by  the  court-ordered  absence  of 
all  city  council  races.  Voter  turn¬ 
out  was  reportedly  low,  reflecting 
a  perceived  lack  of  close  races  and 
confusion  over  the  election’s  post¬ 
ponement. 

Two  candidates  received  par¬ 
ticularly  strong  support  from  New 
York  gay  leaders.  Brooklyn 


Assemblyman  Frank  Barbaro, 
who  unsuccessfuly  challenged  Ed¬ 
ward  Koch  Tor  the  Democratic 
mayoral  nomination,  and  Man¬ 
hattan  Borough  President  Andrew 
Stein,  who  narrowly  defeated 
challenger  David  Dinkins  in 
another  Democratic  race.  Both 
were  endorsed  by  numerous  gay 
leaders  as  well  as  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Independent  Democrats. 

How  gays  voted  is  impossible  to 
say  with  precision.  In  the  Manhat- 
Continued  on  Page  13 


Spark  Gay  Anger 

Mabus,  who  had  come  here  from  knife  leaped  out  of  the  car.  The 


Seattle  to  visit  friends,  were  walk¬ 
ing  along  Polk  Street  at  about  3:00 
a.m.  on  their  way  back  to  their 
hotel  when  a  car  with  four  or  five 
occupants  drove  up  beside  them. 
One  of  the  occupants  yelled,  “Are 
you  dudes  gay?”  and  a  man  with  a 


man  stabbed  Ritus  20  times  and 
stabbed  Mabus  when  he  tried  to 
defend  Ritus. 

Three  men  were  arrested  for  the 
attack  about  an  hour  later.  The 
other  occupants  of  the  car  are  still 
being  sought  by  police. 

Carl  McMillin  of  Community 
United  Against  Violence  (CUAV) 
told  GCN  that  when  he  spoke  at 
the  demonstration  on  Monday 
evening,  he  faced  “the  angriest 
crowd  I’ve  stood  in  front  of  in  my 
life.” 

McMillin  said  that  at  a  meeting 
held  the  afternoon  before  the 
demonstration  with  Mayor  Diane 
Feinstein,  Chief  of  Police  Con 
Murphy  and  other  city  officials,  he 
told  Feinstein  the  murder  was  “an 
inadvertent  spark  in  a  tinderbox 
full  of  gunpowder.  The  gun¬ 
powder  is  the  hundreds  of  arrests 
that  have  suddenly  sprung  up.” 

McMillin  said  479  arrests  were 
made  in  the  Polk  Street  area  be¬ 
tween  Aug.  24  and  Sept.  15  and 
that  charges  were  dropped  in  93 
percent  of  the  cases.  The  arrests, 
he  said,  were  “clear,  blatant 
harassment.” 

McMillin  said  most  of  those 
arrested  in  the  continuing  crack¬ 
down  have  been  “gay  refugees,” 
young  gay  men  who  arrive  here  at 
the  rate  of  about  300  each  week. 
They  wander  the  streets,  he  said, 
because  the  gay  community  lacks 
the  facilities  and  institutions  to  ab¬ 
sorb  them. 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  The  six  incumbent 
candidates  for  Boston  City 
Council  picked  up  the  first  six 
positions  in  the  Sept.  22  pre¬ 
liminary  election,  with  Councillor 
Ray  Flynn  leading  the  list  and 
most  of  the  seven  candidates  who 
received  support  from  Mayor 


TheBostonVote 

Source:  Boston  Globe 

•1.  R.L.  Flynn 

31,463 

•2.  C.A.  Ianella 

25,416 

•3.  A.L.  O’Neil 

23,896 

•4.  F.C.  Langone 

22,555 

•5.  J.M.  Tierney 

17,706 

•6.  P.F.McDonough  16,771 

7.  J.M.  Kelly 

14,755 

8.  B.C.  Bolling 

14,570 

9.  M.A.  Hennigan 

14,105 

10.  M.J. McCormack  14,024 

11.  E.L.  McNamara 

11,970 

12.  C.C.  Yancey 

11,884 

13.  T.P.  McDermott 

11,786 

14.  D.  Scondras 

11,485 

15.  F.X.  Coppinger 

11,012 

16.  C.  Lankhorst 

10,163 

17.  G.P.  McHale 

10,119 

18.  P.J.  Gillman 

9,893 

"Incumbent 

Kevin  White  lagging  far  behind. 

Candidates  with  names  familiar 
to  Boston  voters  took  up  strong 
positions  behind  the  incumbents. 
Anti-busing  activist  Jim  Kelly 
placed  seventh  in  unofficial 
figures  published  by  the  Boston 
Globe,  followed  by  Bruce  Bolling, 
the  only  one  of  the  so-called 
“Kevin  Seven”  to  make  a  strong 
showing. 

Of  the  candidates  who  respond¬ 
ed  to  a  recent  GCN  survey  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  10),  Pamela 
Gillman,  Craig  Lankhorst,  David 
Scondras  and  Bolling  all  placed  i  n 
the  top  eighteen  from  a  field  of  40 
candidates.  Scondras  ranked  four¬ 
teenth  in  the  list  of  choices,  with 
Lankhorst  sixteenth  and  Gillman 
squeezing  in  as  eighteenth.  The 
eighteen  now  face  a  Nov.  3  gen- 


Candidates  Face  Voters 
In  Boston  and  New  York 


Some  of  the  participants  in  the  Sept.  14  rally. 
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News  Notes — — - — — 

quote  of  the  week  money  and  clout  humanist  homophobia 


“The  gay  and  lesbian  movement  is  not  afraid  of 
the  moral  majority.  The  women’s  movement  is  not 
afraid  of  the  moral  majority.  The  women’s  movement 
is  not  afraid  of  resistance  to  the  inevitable  victory  of 
feminism  in  our  society.  People  who  are  disabled  are 
crying  out  loud  and  clear  that  they  have  a  very  strong 
message  for  us.  Senior  citizens  are  standing  up 
against  the  definition  of  them  as  weak,  powerless 
people  who  must  depend  upon  charity  from  the  larger 
society.  Environmentalists  are  saying  that  the  corpor¬ 
ations  must  be  accountable.  Consumer  activists  are 
saying  that  the  corporations  must  be  accountable.  All 
of  these  people  are  saying  that  economic  decisions 
must  be  accountable  to  the  people. . . .  The  future  of 
the  American  left  is  listening  to  those 
constituencies.” 

—  Harj7  Britt,  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors,  in  In  These  Times,  August  26-September 
1, 1981. 


freedom  to  loiter 

BUFFALO,  NY  —  The  local  branch  of  the  Matta- 
chine  Society  has  filed  a  class-action  lawsuit  on 
behalf  of  this  state’s  homosexuals  seeking  to  void 
enforcement  against  them  of  the  New  York  loitering 
law. 

According  to  The  Empty  Closet  of  Rochester,  the 
suit  argues  that  since  the  consensual  sodomy  law  has 
been  struck  down  in  court,  it  should  not  be  illegal  to 
remain  in  public  places  to  solicit  another  to  engage  in 
sodomy. 

“The  loitering  statute,  as  now  enforced,  denies 
my  right  and  the  right  of  other  Gay  men  and  women,  to 
free  speech  and  assembly,”  said  Mattachine  presi¬ 
dent  John  A.  Faulring. 

William  H.  Gardner,  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs, 
said  a  class-action  suit  was  chosen  over  a  suit  by  an 
individual  charged  under  the  law  because  an  individ¬ 
ual  would  be  vulnerable  to  loss  of  job  and  other 
problems. 

The  unusual  step  of  filing  a  class-action  suit  was 
taken  for  similar  reasons  in  a  lawsuit  now  before  the 
courts  challenging  the  constitutionality  of  the  Texas 
sodomy  law  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  1). 

The  suit  also  charges  the  Buffalo  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  with  using  police  officers  to  entrap  gay  men  and 
with  using  photographic  and  other  surveillance  at  gay 
bars. 


examining  the  movement 

BOSTON  —  A  coalition  of  Boston  area  feminists 
will  hold  an  open  forum  on  the  movement  against  vio¬ 
lence  against  women. 

The  forum  will  include  speakers  on  the  history 
and  politics  of  the  Take  Back  the  Night  march,  which 
has  been  held  here  since  1977,  and  on  the  general  re¬ 
lationship  of  anti-violence  activity  to  other  feminist 
work. 

The  second  half  of  the  event  will  be  devoted  to  in¬ 
formal,  small-group  discussion  and  socializing. 

All  women  and  children  are  invited.  Childcare  will 
be  provided.  The  event  will  be  interpreted  for  the  hear¬ 
ing-impaired  and  the  location  is  wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble  with  assistance. 

A  one-dollar  donation  is  suggested  to  help  cover 
expenses. 

The  forum  will  be  held  from  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  on 
Friday,  October  2  at  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  67 
Newbury  Street,  near  the  Arlington  subway  stop. 


CINCINNATI  —  The  name  of  the  Queen  City’s 
first  openly  gay  candidate  for  city  council  will  not  be 
on  the  November  ballot,  but  Joshua  Moore  says  he 
will  wage  an  aggressive  campaign  as  a  write-in  candi¬ 
date  in  a  prelude  to  the  1983  race. 

Moore’s  campaign  for  ballot  status  fell  victim  to 
a  unique  Cincinnati  law  that  limits  potential  city  coun¬ 
cil  candidates  to  seeking  a  maximum  800  signatures 
on  petitions  for  position  on  the  ballot. 

The  candidate  told  GCN  he  is  proud  he  and  his 
volunteers  convinced  779  people  to  sign  their  names 
and  addresses  on  behalf  of  a  gay  candidate. 

Moore,  founder  of  the  University  of  Cincinnati 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  and  a  member  of  the  Episco¬ 
palian  Integrity,  turned  in  300  names  early,  only  to  find 
only  42  percent  validated  by  the  Hamilton  County 
Board  of  Elections.  He  blames  the  Board’s  “incompe¬ 
tence”  and  gays’  mobility  for  the  failure  to  gain  more 
authentic  registered  voters  on  the  petition.  People  are 
not  aware  that  they  must  re-register  whenever  they 
move,  he  said. 

He  was  encouraged  by  the  broad  support  his 
campaign  has  received  and  wants  to  continue  “to 
keep  people  involved,”  so  he  will  pursue  a  write-in 
campaign.  Moore  says  he  has  been  told  “there’s 
enough  money  and  clout  to  elect  a  gay  candidate  in 
the  ’80s  to  council  here.” 

unobjective  criteria 

SACRAMENTO  —  The  California  state  legisla¬ 
ture  has  voted  to  eliminate  the  “diminished  capacity” 
defense  used  to  obtain  a  light  sentence  for  Dan  White, 
the  convicted  assassin  of  San  Francisco  Mayor 
George  Moscone  and  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk. 

The  controversial  legal  concept  was  dubbed  the 
“Twinkie  Defense”  after  White’s  lawyer  argued  that 
emotional  stress  and  consumption  of  junk  food 
caused  diminished  mental  capacity  in  his  client  dur¬ 
ing  the  perpetration  of  the  crimes. 

A  report  in  the  San  Diego  Update  quotes  Califor¬ 
nia  State  Senator  David  Roberti,  who  sponsored  the 
legislation  eliminating  the  defense,  as  saying  the 
“diminished  capacity  as  a  concept  violates  the  fun¬ 
damental  principle  of  free  will  on  which  our  legal  sys¬ 
tem  was  founded.  It  permits  the  jury  to  use  relatively 
unobjective  criteria  to  determine  guilt.” 


disturbing 

DENVER  —  A  jury  here  has  found  Carol  Lease, 
executive  director  of  the  Colorado  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Center,  not  guilty  of  resisting  arrest  and 
disturbing  the  peace,  according  to  Double  Standard,  a 
Colorado  lesbian  newspaper. 

Lease  was  arrested  last  April  and  charged  with 
disturbing  the  peace  after  questioning  a  police  officer 
about  the  officer’s  treatment  of  two  gay  men.  Two 
months  later,  on  the  same  day  that  Lease  filed  a  com¬ 
plaint  against  the  arresting  officer,  the  Denver  City  At¬ 
torney’s  office  brought  additional  charges  of  resist¬ 
ing  arrest  and  interfering  with  a  police  officer  against 
her.  A  judge  later  dismissed  the  latter  charge,  citing 
insufficient  evidence. 

“I’m  relieved,”  said  Lease  after  hearing  the  ver¬ 
dict,  "and  pleasantly  surprised.” 

Lease  said  the  city  had  offered  several  times  to 
plea  bargain,  but  that  she  refused  to  compromise. 

“I  felt  it  was  really  important  to  challenge  my  ar¬ 
rest  and  the  disturbing  of  the  peace  ordinance,”  she 
said. 

If  found  guilty,  Lease  would  have  faced  a  maxi- 
mum  $300  fine  and  90  days  in  jail. 


SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  Despite  the  Moral  Majority’s 
virulent  opposition  to  "secular  humanism,”  not  all 
avowed  humanists  disagree  with  the  fundamentalist 
Christians  on  social  issues. 

At  a  national  convention  of  the  American  Human¬ 
ist  Association  held  here  rencently,  Unitarian  minister 
Paul  Beattie,  president  of  the  Fellowship  of  Religious 
Humanists,  emphasized  in  his  keynote  address  that 
he  agrees  with  the  Moral  Majority  on  abortion  rights, 
the  ERA,  pornography  and  homosexuality.  Beattie 
said  he  is  especially  opposed  to  lesbians  and  gay  men 
teaching  school. 

According  to  GALA  Review,  a  publication  of  the 
Gay  Atheist  League  of  America,  Beattie’s  speech  pro¬ 
voked  shouts  of  protest  from  his  audience. 

Beattie’s  speech  notwithstanding,  the  Associa¬ 
tion  has  issued  a  statement  defending  homosexuals 
from  “attacks  by  religious  zealots  and  political 
demagogues.” 


nor  have  i  ever  been 

TALLAHASSEE,  FL  —  Officials  at  Florida  State 
University  have  rescinded  an  order  requiring  some 
faculty  members  and  campus  organizations  to  pledge 
compliance  with  a  recently  passed  state  law  against 
advocating  non-marital  sex  on  state-funded  campus. 

The  order,  which  was  withdrawn  when  legal 
action  was  threatened,  would  have  applied  specif¬ 
ically  to  instructors  of  five  non-credit  courses  con¬ 
taining  material  relating  to  gay  men  and  lesbians,  ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Weekly  News  (twn)  of  Miami. 

The  order  was  the  first  attempt  to  enforce  the 
Bush/Trask  Amendment  to  the  state  budget  which, 
according  to  Senator  Alan  Trask,  one  of  its  sponsors, 
was  designed  to  bar  gay  organizations  and  speakers 
from  colleges  by  withholding  state  funds  from  institu¬ 
tions  permitting  them. 

Steven  Goldstein,  an  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  attorney  representing  the  student-run  Center 
for  Participant  Education  at  Florida  State,  said  the 
pledge  was  a  “sexual  loyalty  oath”  which  would  have 
a  chilling  effect  on  many  courses  taught  at  the  Center. 

“This  law’s  definition  of  ‘sex’  is  so  vague,”  Gold¬ 
stein  told  twn,  “that  the  instructor  can’t  be  certain 
what  is  prohibited  and  what  is  not.” 

The  Bush/Trask  Amendment  has  been  challeng¬ 
ed  in  separate  lawsuits  filed  by  the  state  commis¬ 
sioner  of  education  and  the  Florida  Task  Force,  a 

lesbian  and  gay  rights  organization. 


conferences 

Fighting  Women  News  of  New  York  has  planned 
a  Women’s  Martial  Arts  Festival  for  October  4  at  1:00 
p.m.  Tickets  will  cost  $5  (more  if  you  can,  less  if  you 
can’t).  The  festival  will  be  held  at  465  Lexington 
Avenue  in  New  York.  For  more  information,  call  (212) 
599-1966.  . . .  The  National  Organization  for  Women 
will  hold  its  last  conference  before  the  deadline  for 
ratification  of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC,  over  the  weekend  of  October  10, 11  and  12. 
For  more  information  write  NOW,  425 13th  Street  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20004,  or  call  them  at  (202)  347-2279. 
. . .  The  Oasis  Center  for  Human  Potential,  Dignity/ 
Chicago  and  Integrity/Chicago  will  hold  their  Third 
National  Conference  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in 
Chicago  from  October  23  through  25.  The  conference 
will  feature  Del  Martin  and  Phyllis  Lyon.  For  more 
information  or  to  register  write  to  Oasis,  7463  N. 
Sheridan  Road,  Chicago,  IL  60626. 


winning  contenders  in  the  Charles  River  Run  cross  the  finish  line:  5km  race 
winners  Alden  Clark  (left)  and  Jessica  Roberts  (second  from  left)  and  10km 
winners  Bernice  Morry  (second  from  right)  and  Brad  Colman  (right).  The  race, 
held  by  Front  Runners  of  Boston  on  Saturday,  Sept.  19,  drew  participants 


from  New  Jersey,  Illinois  and  New  York  as  well  as  Massachusetts.  The  race 
was  held  in  part  as  a  benefit  for  Gay  Community  News.  The  Charles  River  Run 
is  the  only  race  on  the  East  Coast  specifically  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
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Margot  Karle’s  Death:  Questions  Remain 


By  Jil  Clark 

CENTER  MORICHES,  NY  — 
Margot  Karle,  activist  attorney 
with  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  was  shot  in  the 
head  in  her  country  home  in  this 
resort  town  near  east  Hampton  on 
Sunday,  September  6. 

Karle’s  body  was  discovered  in 
the  late  afternoon  by  her  lover, 
Barbara  Herbert,  who  was  staying 
with  Karle  for  the  weekend,  as  she 
often  did.  Herbert  had  gone  into 
Manhattan  for  the  day  and,  accor¬ 
ding  to  several  reports,  when  she 
returned  she  found  Karle’s  body 
lying  face  down  on  the  garage 
floor  near  or  on  top  of  a  rifle 
which  Karle  kept  hanging  on  the 
garage  wall.  Herbert,  who  prefers 
not  to  talk  to  the  press,  has  not 
confirmed  this  report. 

A  container  of  furniture  polish 
was  found  open  in  the  living  room 
when  police  arrived,  according  to 


Bill  Thom,  a  Lambda  board  mem¬ 
ber. 

“The  way  it’s  been  described  to 
me,”  said  Thom,  “the  most  plau¬ 
sible  explanation  was  that  she  was 
reaching  up  to  get  the  rifle  to  pol¬ 
ish  the  stocks  and  it  fell.  Maybe 
she’d  gone  out  to  the  garage  to 
polish  some  furniture  and  saw  the 
gun  and  decided  to  polish  that, 
too.” 

Thom  and  another  person  con¬ 
nected  with  Lambda,  who  prefers 
not  to  be  named,  also  told  GCN 
that  Herbert  has  said  that  she 
found  Karle’s  desk  calculator  run¬ 
ning  and  papers  spread  out  on  her 
desk  as  if  she’d  been  working.  Nei¬ 
ther  Herbert  nor  the  police  have 
confirmed  this,  however. 

Roz  Richter,  who  worked  close¬ 
ly  with  Karle  at  Lambda,  said 
Lambda  staff  and  board  members 
are  beginning  to  accumulate  infor¬ 
mation  about  Karle’s  activities  and 


conversations  in  the  last  two  weeks 
of  her  life,  “but  until  we  have 
some  more  information  from  the 
police,  it’s  frightening  to  me  to 
speculate  on  rumors.  Every  little 
piece  creates  a  different  story. 
With  the  same  facts  you  can  make 
it  look  like  suicide,  you  can  make  it 
look  like  homicide,  you  can  make 
it  look  like  an  accident.  We  are 
awaiting  the  results  of  the  police 
investigation  before  we  draw  any 
conclusions.” 

Suffolk  County  Police  Detective 
Richard  Zito,  who  is  investigating 
Karle’s  death,  said  he  is  not  draw¬ 
ing  any  conclusions  at  this  time 
about  whether  it  was  an  accident, 
suicide,  or  murder.  Zito  said  he 
will  not  divulge  any  information 
about  the  investigation  until  it  is 
completed,  “which  could  take 
months.”  The  coroner’s  report 
will  not  be  released  until  that  time. 

Zito  confirmed  only  that  Karle’s 


Grief,  Praise  for  Karle 


By  Philip  Shehadi 

NEW  YORK  —  More  than  350 
people  jammed  the  Beth  Simchat 
Torah  Gay  Synagogue  on  a  bright 
crisp  Sunday  afternoon,  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  to  celebrate  the  life  of  Mar¬ 
got  Karle,  lesbian  feminist  attor¬ 
ney  and  activist. 

Family,  friends,  colleagues  and 
admirers  joined  in  a  tribute  to  a 
life  that  was,  by  all  accounts,  ex¬ 
traordinary.  Speakers  praised  her 
rare,  tireless  devotion  to  the  rights 
of  women,  gays  and  other  disen¬ 
franchised  groups. 

The  hour-long  service  planned 
by  women  friends  of  Margot  filled 
the  synagogue,  of  which  she  was  a 
member,  with  praise  and  grief  but 
also  with  laughter  and  memories. 
Barbara  Herbert,  her  lover,  relat¬ 
ed  how  a  12-year-old  Margot,  al¬ 
ready,  it  seems,  a  budding  lawyer, 
left  the  tooth  fairy  not  only  a  tooth 
but  a  note  asking  the  fairy  to  ack¬ 
nowledge  in  writing  the  receipt  of 
the  tooth.  “It  was  the  first  of  a 
number  of  conversations  she  had 
with  fairies  in  her  life,”  smiled 
Barbara. 

Several  speakers  mentioned 
Margot’s  culinary  skills,  the  gour¬ 
met  meals  she  always  cooked  with 
an  extra  pinch  of  spice.  Zest,  style 
and  generosity  marked  her  life  and 
work,  whether  comforting  assault 
victims  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
defending  abused  tenants  and  con¬ 
sumers,  or  challenging  the  State  of 
New  York  and  the  U.S.  Justice 


Department  on  behalf  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

Roz  Richter  of  the  Lambda  Le¬ 
gal  Defense  and  Education  Fund, 
of  which  Margot  was  president, 
called  Margot  an  inspiration  to  the 
countless  individuals  and  organi¬ 
zations  she  worked  with  and  for. 
“At  3:00  a.m.  when  the  rest  of  us 
said  the  work  was  good  enough  she 
kept  on  going.  She  insisted  on  re¬ 
writing  arguments,  she  rummaged 
through  drawers  to  check  cita¬ 
tions.  She  was  so  committed  that  it 
couldn’t  be  just  good  enough,  it 
had  to  be  excellent.” 

As  a  open  lesbian  in  a  profession 
in  which  there  are  few,  Margot  was 
a  source  of  strength  to  women 
around  the  country.  “She  was  a 
symbol  of  the  lives  they  wanted  to 
lead,  the  lives  they  hoped  they 
could  lead  and  the  lives  they  were 
leading.” 

Driven,  if  not  consumed,  by  a 
passion  for  justice,  Margot  leaves 
a  stirring  example  of  what  one  of 
us  can  achieve,  acating  more  often 
than  not  in  a  hostile  world.  And 
the  future  without  her?  For  Civil 
Court  Judge  Chris  Glen,  “We 
must  make  sure  the  work  gets  done 
no  matter  how  much  harder  it  is 
without  Margot  to  help  us.” 

Donations  in  Margot’s  memory 
can  be  made  either  to  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  in  New  York  or  to  a  memor¬ 
ial  scholarship  fund  being  set  up  in 
her  name.  The  fund  will  send  high¬ 


ly  motivated  women  to  City  Col¬ 
lege  in  New  York,  which  Margot 
attended.  Donations  to  Lambda 
and  inquiries  about  the  memorial 
scholarship  fund  should  be  sent  to 
Lambda,  132  West  43rd  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10036. 


death  was  caused  by  a  gunshot  and 
that  he  is  convinced  that  Herbert 
did  not  kill  Karle.  He  added  that 
he  is  attempting  to  determine  “the 
origin”  of  the  shotgun,  which  be¬ 
longed  to  Karle. 

Zito  commented  that  many 
friends  of  Karle’s  have  called  him 
to  express  their  conviction  that  she 
did  not  commit  suidice. 

“Everyone  that’s  associated 
with  her  that  I’ve  spoken  to  has 
been  less  than  candid,”  Zito  told 
GCN.  “I  think  they’re  protecting 
her  ...  by  giving  only  positive 
sides.  But  I’ve  never  seen  this  done 
to  this  degree  before,  and  I’ve  been 
doing  this  work  for  years.  It’s  al¬ 
most  like  there’s  a  campaign  on  to 
view  this  as  an  accident,  if  you  see 
what  I’m  getting  at. 

“But  this  doesn’t  help  an  inves¬ 
tigation,”  he  continued.  “What 
helps  is  to  know  what  a  person  was 
thinking,  what  kind  of  stress  they 
were  under.  .  .  .  Sometimes  fight¬ 
ing  all  those  causes  can  get  to  be 
burdensome.” 

Roz  Richter,  who  worked  with 
Karle  at  Lambda,  commented, 
“Yes,  I  know  that’s  what  they’d 
like  to  believe:  the  overworked  ac¬ 
tivist  that  just  suddenly  cracks  un¬ 
der  the  pressure.  It’s  easy  for  the 


police  to  say  she  killed  herself. 
‘She  was  a  lesbian,  therefore  she 
must  have  killed  herself.’  They  are 
extremely  homophobic. 

“But  to  everyone  who  was  close 
to  her  suicide  doesn’t  seem  to 
make  sense.  She  left  her  life,  her 
[law]  practice,  in  total  chaos,  and 
she  was  totally  devoted  to  her 
work. 

“She  wasn’t  any  more  over -ex¬ 
tended  in  the  last  two  weeks  than 
at  any  other  time  before.  In  fact, 
she’d  recently  had  a  two  week  va¬ 
cation.” 

Thom  noted  that,  aside  from  the 
apparent  lack  of  motivation,  it 
would  be  “extremely  difficult  and 
awkward  for  someone  not  very  tall 
to  shoot  themselves  in  the  head 
with  a  rifle.”  (Karle  was  about  five 
feet  six  inches  tall.) 


Thom  continued,  “Even  if 
she’d  been  bending  down  with  the 
gun  in  front  of  her,  the  expected 
result  would  be  that  she  would 
have  fallen  backwards  —  away 
from  the  gun.  Instead,  she  fell  next 
to  it  —  or,  some  people  are  saying, 
on  top  of  it.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Palo  Alto  Gay  Rights  Law 
Will  Be  Decided  by  Voters 


By  Michelle  Mercer 
PALO  ALTO,  CA — Residents 
of  this  city  will  vote  November  3 
'on  a  proposed  gay-rights  ordi¬ 
nance  which  would  prohibit  dis¬ 
crimination  in  housing,  employ¬ 
ment  and  business  services  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

Drafted  by  members  of  the 
Palo  Alto  Coalition  for  Equal 
Rights  (PACER),  the  ordinance 
was  placed  on  the  ballot  by  a  six- 
to- three  majority  of  the  Palo  Alto 
City  Council  on  June  22. 

The  ordinance  would  make  it 
unlawful  for  a  person  or  business 
to  discriminate  against  another 
person  on  the  basis  of  sexual  ori¬ 
entation,  actual  or  supposed,  in 
employment,  union  membership, 
real  estate  transactions,  the  pro¬ 
viding  of  goods  or  services  and  the 
use  of  city  facilities  made  avail¬ 
able  to  the  general  public.  It 
would  require  employers  and  la¬ 
bor  organizations  with  five  or 
more  employees  or  members  to 
post  notices  advising  that  discrim- 


Zeh  Faces  New  Problems 


By  David  Morris 

CINCINNATI  —  John  Zeh,  the 
producer  of  a  gay  radio  program 
who  recently  won  his  first  court 
battle  over  felony  obscenity  char¬ 
ges  filed  against  him  when  the 
charges  were  dismissed  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  8),  has  encountered 
new  difficulties  in  getting  his  mes¬ 
sage  across. 

Hamilton  County  Prosecutor 
Simon  Leis  announced  on  Tues¬ 
day,  September  22,  that  he  is  ap¬ 
pealing  the  decision  of  Judge  Peter 
Outcalt  to  dismiss  charges  arising 
from  a  January  3  broadcast  of 
Zeh’s  “Gaydreams”  program 
over  public  radio  station  WAIF. 
Zeh  and  WAIF  were  charged  with 
four  counts  of  distributing  ob¬ 
scene  material  to  juveniles  when 
four  minors  reported  to  their  fa¬ 
ther  that  they  had  heard  and  tape- 
recorded  a  short  portion  of  the 
program  dealing  humorously  with 
sexual  lubricants. 

In  addition.  University  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati  officials  have  cancelled  a 
non-credit  course  entitled  “Sexual 
Subcultures  in  Cincinnati”  which 
Zeh  had  been  scheduled  to  teach  in 


the  university’s  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  division. 

Ken  Service,  assistant  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  public  affairs  at  the  uni¬ 
versity,  told  GCN  the  course  was 
cancelled  because  no  one  had  reg¬ 
istered  for  it,  but  he  admitted  that 
at  the  time  it  was  cancelled  three 
weeks  remained  of  the  registration 
period.  Normally,  a  continuing  ed¬ 
ucation  course  is  cancelled  only  if 
fewer  than  ten  students  have 
signed  up  for  it  at  the  end  of  the 
registration  period.  Zeh’s  was  the 
only  course  cancelled. 

Service  said  that  “the  notoriety 
surrounding  John  Zeh”  as  a  result 
of  the  obscenity  charges  had  also 
been  a  factor  in  the  cancellation 
despite  the  fact  that  the  charges 
were  dismissed.  Service  claimed 
the  public  had  confused  “Gay- 
dreams”  with  the  course.  “We 
didn’t  feel  it  was  contributing  to 
anybody’s  best  interest  to  continue 
that  misunderstanding,”  he  told 
GCN. 

The  cancellation  followed  edi¬ 
torials  against  the  course  in  two 
Cincinnati  daily  newspapers. 

Zeh  pointed  out  that  there  is 


ample  precedent  for  his  course, 
since  he  has  taught  two  similar 
gay-related  courses  in  the  continu¬ 
ing  education  division, and  since  a 
tenured  professor  has  taught  a  ful¬ 
ly  credited  course  on  sexual  sub¬ 
cultures  to  University  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  undergraduates. 

The  American  Association  of 
University  Professors  has  sched¬ 
uled  a  meeting  with  university  offi¬ 
cials  and  may  take  action  in  the 
case  on  the  grounds  that  the  can¬ 
cellation  is  a  violation  of  academic 
freedom. 

Service  claims  that  academic 
freedom  is  not  at  issue  since  Zeh’s 
course  would  not  have  been  for 
credit. 

Zeh  says  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  in  Cincinnati  and  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alli¬ 
ance,  a  student  group,  are  also 
considering  taking  action. 

Because  of  the  appeal,  the  First 
Amendment  Defense  Fund> 
formed  when  Zeh  was  first 
charged,  is  still  seeking  donations, 
which  may  be  mailed  to  P.O.  Box 
19158,  Cincinnati,  OH  45219. 

—  fded  from  Boston 


ination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  is  prohibited  by  law. 

The  developments  in  Palo  Alto 
are  related  to  a  similar  campaign 
waged  in  Santa  Clara  County, 
where  Palo  Alto  is  located,  and  in 
the  city  of  San  Jose  almost  two 
years  ago.  In  that  campaign,  ex¬ 
isting  gay-rights  ordinances  were 
challenged  by  a  coalition  of  reli¬ 
gious  groups  and  brought  to  a 
vote  in  a  referendum  election  in 
June,  1980.  Although  both  ordi¬ 
nances  were  soundly  defeated  (by 
three  to  one  in  Santa  Clara  Coun¬ 
ty  and  two  to  one  in  San  Jose), 
the  county-wide  measure  lost  in 
Palo  Alto  by  only  251  votes,  less 
than  one  percent  of  the  total  vote 
in  the  city.  The  results  were  en¬ 
couraging  to  members  of  the  Palo 
Alto  lesbian  and  gay  community 
who  had  already  initiated  an  ef¬ 
fort  for  a  local  gay-rights  ordi¬ 
nance  in  1979. 

While  the  battle  over  gay  rights 
was  heating  up  in  Santa  Clara 
County  and  San  Jose,  gay  resi- 
ents  of  Palo  Alto  asked  the  Palo 
Alto  Human  Relations  Commis¬ 
sion  (HRC)  to  recommend  to  the 
city  council  that  it  adopt  such  an 
ordinance.  The  Commission  ap¬ 
pointed  a  nine-member  Task 
Force  on  Sexual  Orientation 
which  then  distributed  a  question¬ 
naire  on  the  nature  and  extent  of 
anti-gay  discrimination  in  the 
community. 

According  to  former  commis¬ 
sioner  Michael  Kass,  a  member  of 
the  Task  Force,  the  responses  to 
the  questionnaire  cited  “repeated 
cases  of  agony  and  suffering  and 
sadness  on  the  part  of  members  of 
the  [gay  and  lesbian]  communi¬ 
ty.” 

The  investigation  revealed  that 
discrimination  against  homosex¬ 
uals  includes  “denial  of  employ¬ 
ment  or  promotion,  termination 
from  one’s  job  and  outright  har¬ 
assment  by  co-workers.”  Further, 
“Over  50  percent  of  those  who  an¬ 
swered  the  questionnaire  had  ex¬ 
perienced  actual  discrimination  in 
housing  or  had  'gone  to  great 
lengths  to  conceal.  .  .  [their],  .  . 
sexual  orientation’  to  avoid  dis¬ 
crimination,”  stated  the  report. 

In  July,  1980  the  HRC  decided 
by  a  four-to-two  vote  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  city  council  the  en¬ 


actment  of  a  sexual-orientation 
ordinance. 

But  in  October  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil  declined  to  adopt  an  ordinance, 
opting  instead  for  a  non-binding 
city-wide  advisory  vote.  Originally 
scheduled  for  March,  1981,  the 
vote  was  delayed  until  November 
because  of  a  state  law  requiring 
advisory  measures  to  be  voted  on 
during  regularly  scheduled  elec¬ 
tions. 

According  to  HRC  member 
Richard  Roe,  the  City  Council 
preferred  an  advisory  measure  to 
adoption  of  the  ordinance  because 
of  the  June,  1980  referendum  on 
the  Santa  Clara  County  ordi¬ 
nance.  “For  some  of  the  council 
members,  there  was  a  feeling  the 
people  had  already  spoken,  while 
others  didn’t  want  to  deal  with  an 
issue  so  politically  explosive,”  Roe 
said. 

“An  advisory  vote  would  fog 
the  issue,  because  there  would  be 
fighting  about  the  need  for  an  or¬ 
dinance,  rather  than  consideration 
of  the  real  issue,”  said  Hal  Anjo 
of  the  Palo  Alto  Department  of 
Social  and  Community  Services. 

“With  the  actual  words  of  an 
ordinance  placed  in  front  of  peo¬ 
ple,”  said  PACER  member  Steve 
Harris,  “voters  would  know  ex¬ 
actly  what  the  ordinance  entails.  A 
specific  ordinance  would  help  al¬ 
lay  fears.  Besides,  even  if  an  ad¬ 
visory  measure  passed,  there 
would  be  no  guarantee  that  any¬ 
thing  would  happen.” 

The  coalition,  which  evolved  in¬ 
to  PACER,  drafted  an  ordinance 
for  Palo  Alot  similar  to  existing 
ordinances  in  Berkeley,  Los  An¬ 
geles  and  San  Francisco,  as  well  as 
the  measures  over¬ 

turned  in  Santa  Clara  County  and 
San  Jose.  The  HRC  decided  in 
June,  1981  to  recommend  that  the 
city  council  place  the  ordinance 
on  the  ballot  and  the  council  vot¬ 
ed  6-3  to  follow  the  HRC  recom¬ 
mendations. 

Roe  said  that  the  ordinance  is 
“a  statement  by  this  community 
that  it  cares  about  people  and  dis¬ 
avows  prejudice  against  peo¬ 
ple.  Secondly,  it  can  be  hoped 
that  it  will  protect  the  rights  of  gay 
people.  It  won’t  eliminate  dis¬ 
crimination  but  it  may  be  a  start.” 
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Community  Voices 


the  wearing  of  the 
red 

Dear  GCN, 

Thank  you  for  your  recent  letter  informing  me 
that  you’ll  print  my  pen  pal  ad  when  space  is 
available,  I  really  appreciate  it. 

This  is  one  prison  that  doesn’t  allow  gay  ma¬ 
terial  in,  I  sure  wish  they  would,  but  this  place  is 
about  100  years  behind  the  times  in  their  thinking. 
They  don’t  allow  us  to  wear  any  items  of  clothes 
in  red,  no  red  underclothes,  socks,  blankets, 
towels,  because  they  say  that  “homosexuals  wear 
red  to  convey  their  availability.”  Isn’t  that  sick!  I 
mean  even  if  it  were  true,  what  would  stop  the 
gays  from  just  using  orange  or  blue  or  whatever 
to  convey  their  availability?  In  any  case,  I’m  sure 
you  can  see  it’s  really  backwards  in  their  thinking. 

Again  thanks  for  keeping  me  in  mind  and  run¬ 
ning  my  ad  when  space  is  available.  Take  special 
care  of  you. 

Sincerely, 

Name  Withheld 
Lucasville,  Ohio  45699 

you  are  not  alone 

To  those  with  interest: 

I  am  writing  to  the  GCN  and  its  readers  in  re¬ 
gards  to  articles  by  Jack  Kunsman  (i.e.,  “Pris¬ 
oners  under  the  New  Right”  Vol.  9,  No.  3,  and 
‘.‘On  the  Inside  Looking  Out”  Vol.  9,  No.  4  and 
last  but  not  least  Allen  King’s  article  “The  Truth 
about  Prison  Life,”  Vol.  9,  No.  7).  Those  who 
are  in  prison  or  have  been  know  just  as  well  as  I  do 
that  prison  is  no  fun  for  gays,  blacks,  hispanics, 
whites  or  whatever  you  are.  As  for  the  truth  about 
prison  life,  there’s  so  much  to  be  released  that  it 
cannot,  I  say,  cannot  be  released  in  no  one  article. 
What  should  have  been  in  the  articles  was  how  we 
are  not  given  medical  care  when  we  rebel  against 
the  authorities,  how  we  are  refused  medical  care 
when  needing  it,  or  how  we  are  given  so  little  to 
eat  in  overcrowded  conditions  and  made  to  work 
for  little.  This  is  only  some  of  the  things  which  go 
on  behind  the  prison  walls;  in  line  with  a  general 
upsurge  in  repressive  conditions  inside  prisons 
which  is  a  crisis  within  itself.  And  let  us  not  forget 
the  attacks  on  inmates  by  the  guards.  So  when 
you  say  “the  truth,”  let  them,  the  people  on  the 
outside,  know  what  goes  on  in  the  inside,  so  we 
can  be  helped.  I  could  go  on  for  days  but  my  pen 
is  running  out  of  ink  so  I  end  this  letter.  Those 
who  are  in  prison,  keep  on  keeping  on.  Yoivare 
not  alone  .  .  . 

Scottie  A.  Jones,  F-6488 
Drawer  R 

Huntington,  PA  16652 


Dear  Subscribers, 

Our  special  message  to  you  should 
be  on  its  way  by  the  time  you  read 
this,  thanks  to  the  help  of  the  GCN 
Board  of  Directors  and  their  friends, 
who  gave  up  an  evening  of  going  to 
exciting  meetings  in  order  to  fold  and 
stuff.  We  are  all  hoping  to  see  our 
office  overwhelmed  by  responses 
from  all  of  you. 

We’d  also  like  to  let  those  of  you 
who  are  prisoners  know  that  we 
didn’t  want  you  to  feel  left  out,  al¬ 
though  we  know  that  your  resources 
for  helping  us  are  very  limited 
compared  to  the  rest  of  our  readers. 
We  hope  you’ll  tell  your  penpals 
about  GCN  if  you  can. 

So  everybody  out  there,  here’s  your 
chance  to  volunteer  for  GCN\  Help  us 
find  lots  of  new  subscribers  as  nice 
as  our  current  ones. 


margot  karle 

To  the  editor: 

The  death  of  Margot  Karle  is  a  terrible  tragedy 
for  those  who  knew  her  and  for  everyone  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  Unfortunately,  this 
tragedy  is  compounded  by  the  attitude  of  the 
press,  including  GCN. 

When  I  received  the  Sept.  19  issue  of  the  paper  I 
attributed  the  brevity  of  the  article,  and  its 
vagueness,  to  deadlines,  assuming  that  further 
news  would  follow.  Instead,  the  Sept.  26  issue 
carried  no  further  mention  of  Margot  Karle’s  life 
or  death.  Another  leader  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  is  dead,  the  circumstances  seem  suspi¬ 
cious,  yet  the  story  is  whitewashed  and  buried.  In 
lieu  of  facts  we  are  left  with  one  vague  and  brief 
news  story,  one  somewhat  sappy  and  self-aggran¬ 
dizing  Speaking  Out,  and  no  real  information. 
This  has  the  appearance  of  a  news  blackout, 
which  is  extremely  upsetting  to  those  of  us  who 
depend  on  GCN  for  our  news. 

Too  many  people  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  have  died  in  the  past  few  years.  Some¬ 
times  by  accident,  sometimes  suicide,  sometimes 
murder.  Generally  it  is  very  difficult  to  tell  which. 
Frankly,  I  find  the  distinctions,  especially  be¬ 
tween  suicide  and  political  murder,  harder  and 
harder  to  tell  apart  as  time  goes  by.  Society  can 
always  find  someone  to  do  its  dirty  work  —  if 
people  cannot  be  socialized  to  pull  the  triggers  on 
themselves  then  someone  else  will  be  found  to  do 
the  job. 

Hedging  on  the  news  serves  no  purpose,  how¬ 
ever,  except  to  confuse  people  in  the  community 
who  deserve  to  know  more.  This  adds  to  spurious 
speculation  and  rumor.  The  accidental  death  of  a 
vital  and  important  woman  is  a  terrible  thing,  yet 
if  this  was  not  the  case  the  information  should  not 
be  hidden,  for  cover-ups  only  breed  suspicion.  If 
our  leaders  are  being  murdered  or  driven  to  sui¬ 
cide  we  must  know;  how  else  are  we  to  work,  to 
plan,  and  to  protect  our  lives? 

Secrecy  and  silence  are  what  have  kept  us  op¬ 
pressed  for  so  long.  We  must  not  fall  into  the  trap 
of  perpetuating  this  oppression  ourselves. 
Margot  Karle  deserves  better  than  our  commu¬ 
nity’s  continued  self-oppression.  For  us  to  do 
otherwise  is  to  do  her  memory  a  great  disservice. 
Kevin  M.  Cathcart 
Cambridge,  MA 


s&m:  sex,  not 
therapy 

Dear  GCN, 

My  parents  just  sent  the  12  September  issue  of 
GCN  to  me  here  in  my  new  home,  and  I  was  ec¬ 
static  to  see  all  the  victorious  headlines  on  page 
one! 

However,  this  issue,  just  like  all  the  others, 
managed  to  enrage  me  when  I  read  the  letters. 
Lorimar  Doan  in  her  letter  dumped  on  S&M,  a 
form  of  sexuality  about  which  she  obviously 
knows  very  little.  It  never  ceases  to  disgust  me 
that  so  many  people  can  pre-judge  a  phenomenon 
like  S&M  without  ever  having  had  someone  who 
participates  in  it  explain,  e.g.,  “how  physical 
struggle  comes  into  sexuality”  or  why  “working 
out  in  a  gym”  isn’t  a  turn-on.  S&M  sex  is  sex,  not 
conflict  resolution. 

I  have  no  argument  with  gentle  sex,  and  I  don’t 
believe  that  Pat  Califia  does,  though  it  may  not 
be  our  central  turn-on.  The  point  is  that  “femin¬ 
ist”  depictions  of  lesbian  sex  invariably  show  it 
that  way,  so  those  of  us  who  like  rough  sex  are  left 
out. 

S&M  is  not  like  heterosexual  role-playing. 
S&M  is  consensual.  S&M  is  not  violence. 

S&M  is  an  important  part  of  my  sexuality,  and 
it  has  been  since  my  earliest  childhood.  If  you’re 
not  willing  to  understand  me,  then  get  your  poli¬ 
ces  out  of  my  bedroom  and  leave  me  alone! 

Please  withhold  my  name,  because  I  would  risk 
physical  violence  and  ostracism  from  the  “femin- 
ist’Vgay  community  if  I  were  open  about  my  sex¬ 
uality. 

Toward  unity, 

Name  withheld 
Madison,  WI 


gen  defended 

Dear  GCN, 

Letters  like  George  Androvette’s  in  the  Sept.  19 
issue  are  just  too  bad.  Unfortunately,  they’re  also 
legion.  How  many  others  have  CON’S  readers 
had  to  suffer  in  the  past  few  years?  It  seems 
there’s  no  end  to  gynophobic  gay  men  who  feel 
that  every  issue  of  every  general  lesbian  and  gay 
publication  must  give  leading  place  to  stories 
about  that  most  oppressed,  neglected,  pitiable, 
and  put-upon  bunch  of  (super)heroes  —  anti¬ 
feminist  gay  men. 

Now,  I’m  not  saying  Androvette  is  anti-femin¬ 
ist,  but  what  am  I  to  infer  when  he  scolds  “You 
lesbians  and  feminist-oriented  gay  men”  for  con¬ 
tinuing  to  place  “higher  priority  on  women’s  is¬ 
sues  and  soft-pedaling  men’s  and  general  gay  in¬ 
terest  material”?  However,  I  think  he’s  mistaken, 
or,  since  when  have  the  issues  addressed  in  the  in¬ 
terview  with  Califia  and  Rubin  become  narrowly 
lesbian  interests?  Or,  taking  the  contents  of  the  is¬ 
sue  he  complains  about  (Aug.  1),  since  when  has 
good  poetry  —  lesbian,  gay  male,  or  straight  — 
become  a  narrow  interest?  Surely  every  seriously 
literate  person  (as  opposed  to  those  who  read  only 
novels)  cares  about  good  literature  that  arises 
from  any  area  of  human  experience  —  perl^ps  es¬ 
pecially  when  that  area  has  been  as  subterranean 
as  lesbian  experience.  And  since  when  has  the  life 
of  any  homosexual  person,  lesbian  or  male,  in  the 
days  before  Stonewall,  become  a  narrowly  les¬ 
bian  interest?  I  had  been  eagerly  awaiting  more 
about  Helen  D.  Weinstock  —  and  I  ain’t  a  les¬ 
bian! 

In  short,  I  can’t  at  all  sympathize  with  Andro¬ 
vette’s  gripe  about  giving  the  review  and  inter¬ 
view  with  the  editors  of  Lesbian  Poetry  prece¬ 
dence  on  the  cover  over  the  NAMBLA  story.  Nor 
am  I  disappointed  that  there  was  a  1936  picture  of 
Helen  Weinstock  and  Myrtle  rather  than  the  shot 
of  a  disordered  room  that  appears  with  the  NAM¬ 
BLA  story  on  page  1.  Helen  and  Myrtle  are  more 
eye-catching  than  a  roomful  of  wreckage. 

Now,  I’m  not  saying  that  NAMBLA  isn’t  im¬ 
portant.  I  think  it  and  its  work  —  how  hearten¬ 
ing  to  read  of  Peluso’s  changed  status  and  its 
possible  ramifications!  —  are  among  the  most 
important  things  gay  men  are  engaged  in.  But 
how  many  gay  men  support  them?  How  many 
gay  men  support  the  really  outstanding  gay  male 
publications,  Gay  Sunshine  and  FagRagl  How 
many  are  out  on  the  street  when  gay  freedoms 
have  to  be  defended  and/or  extended?  Doing  any 
of  these  things  with  some  regularity  does  more 
for  gay  liberation  than  a  million  nights  spent 
snorting  poppers  on  the  dance  floor  in  some  San 
Francisco  gaybar  and  copping  a  feel  of  the  latest 
hunk  at  the  tubs. 

Now,  I’m  not  saying  Androvette  doesn’t  do 
one  or  all  of  these  things  rather  than,  or  in  addi¬ 
tion  to,  being  a  bar-and-bath-fly  and  a  good  gay 
consumer.  I  don’t  know.  But  the  narrow-mind¬ 
edness  and  meanspiritedness  his  letter  shows  re¬ 
minds  me  of  far  too  many  gay  men  I’ve  met  over 
the  years.  Such  men  have  finally  made  me 
ashamed  to  answer  to  the  word  “gay.”  These 
days  I  say  I’m  “gay-supportive,”  hoping  that  my 
support  for  gay  liberation  will  come  through  in¬ 
stead  of  a  declaration  that  I  participate  in  a  “life¬ 
style”  that  is  repugnant  to  me.  For  gay  men  liv¬ 
ing  the  “gay  male  lifestyle”  are  still,  maybe  more 
than  ever,  like  their  straight  counterparts  —  sore¬ 
ly  in  need  of  a  greater  sense  of  sexual  justice  and 
equity  as  well  as  a  diminished  sense  of  their  own 
importance. 

Ray  Olson 
St.  Paul,  MN 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed 
to  support  GCN  in  its  longstanding 
effort  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the 
paper  in  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
also  to  get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other  week 
there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list  on  the 
Classifieds  page.)  Volunteer  help  is 
always  appreciated  in  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  project  (including  doing 
outreach  to  women  prisoners  and  re- ' 
searching  and  informing  prisoners  of 
their  mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  contri¬ 
bution,  it  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 


face  reality 

Dear  GCN, 

With  the  rise  of  the  illustrious  New  Right  in 
government  and  ultra  conservative  fundamental¬ 
ist  religious  fanatics  preaching  their  ways  upon 
everybody,  it  is  becoming  increasingly  obvious 
that  the  gay  community  is  losing  its  ground.  The 
mere  introduction  of  such  a  bill  as  the  “Family 
Protection  Act”  so  early  in  the  new  administra¬ 
tion  is  clear  evidence  of  the  government’s  motives 
and  intentions  of  totally  subduing  a  large  minori¬ 
ty  of  women  and  men:  the  gay  community.  On  a 
daily  basis,  we  read  or  hear  of  instances  of  vio¬ 
lence;  uninhibited  attacks  by  straights,  police 
harassment  and  brutality,  new  anti-gay  laws 
being  drawn  up  and  passed,  even  attacks  on  gays 
by  gays  (which  I  am  convinced  are  influenced  by 
the  New  Right’s  agenda).  All  in  all,  we  are  enter¬ 
ing  a  period  of  time  in  which  the  only  salvation 
can  be  unity  by  all. 

A  disease  called  apathy  runs  rampant  around 
us  all  and  seems  to  infest  every  crack  and  crevice. 
The  majority  of  gays  are  too  wrapped  up  in  the 
fantasy  land  of  clubs  and  bars.  With  people  being 
alcohol  drenched  and  polluted  by  the  steady 
stream  of  drugs,  reality  just  simply  does  not  ex¬ 
ist!! 

Those  who  are  well  established  and  consider 
themselves  gay  but  out  of  the  mainstream  life  live 
with  the  false  notion  that  their  financial  security 
will  cover  them  in  times  of  trouble.  Those  who  are 
able  to  keep  up  the  “straight  image”  carry  them¬ 
selves  with  a  degree  of  acceptability  among 
straight  people  also  carry  a  false  security  blanket. 
The  fact  is,  no  matter  who  you  are  or  what  you 
conceive  yourself  to  be,  it  is  highly  likely  that  the 
New  Right  will  take  its  toll  on  you.  We  are  per¬ 
haps  first  on  their  list  to  be  targeted  and  put  away. 

Consider  that  in  the  past  election,  the  evangel¬ 
icals  were  heavily  responsible  for  the  outcome.  It 
was  the  fundamentalists  who  were  pivotal  in 
blocking  ratification  for  passage  of  ERA  Amend¬ 
ments  in  15  states.  It  was  the  fundamentalists  who 
successfully  targeted  those  liberals  who  took  their 
stands  on  gay  rights,  abortion,  ERA,  and  other 
civil  liberties  issues.  Consider  the  fact  that  these 
so-called  churches  and  institutions  of  god  are 
spreading  across  the  nation  at  an  alarming  rate, 
influencing  people  into  their  beliefs  and  soaking 
them  for  as  much  money  as  they  need  to  do  their 
bidding.  All  it  takes  is  time,  money,  numbers  and, 
finally,  influence  in  government,  and  it  seems 
that  politics  bow  down  to  their  every  demand.  We 
are  the  targeted  ones. 

Why  is  it  that  so  often  we  hear  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  coming  under  attack  from  all  sides,  yet  it 

seems  that  little  effort  is  put  into  countering  the 
attacks,  there  is  little  response.  Thus  far,  it  is  sad 
and  unfortunate  to  see  such  a  potentially  power¬ 
ful  force  in  numbers  as  we  possess  being  totally 
unused.  Given  the  circumstances,  it  is  quite  possi¬ 
ble  that  we  may  see  another  Nazi  Germany  era, 
should  apathy  persist.  Maybe  or  maybe  not  in  the 
form  of  concentration  camps.  Maybe  insane  asy¬ 
lums,  jails  or  other  profound  institutions  would 
be  set  up. 

Granted  there  are  many  groups  setting  up  to  re¬ 
spond  to  our  attackers,  but  do  they  really  have  the 
full  support  of  the  gay  community?  If  there  are 
groups  already  established  and  fighting,  why 
have  limits  already  been  imposed  on  our  lifestyle? 
The  growing  threat  of  hatred  and  bigotry  seems  to 
overwhelm  those  of  us  who  care  enough.  The  only 
hope  lies  in  a  time  when  all  of  us  can  be  aware  of 
the  oppression  that  we  face  and  realize  that  the 
time  to  care  enough  is  now! 

Love  to  all 
Paul  Flynn 
Revere,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPAC¬ 
ED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  pub¬ 
lished,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  re¬ 
quest.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Conti 
munity  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Gay  Youth  Need  Our  Support 


By  George  Smith 

I  am  not  a  writer,  nor  am  I  a  politician,  however,  1  have  been  a  “politically  active” 
member  of  the  Boston  gay  community  for  the  last  four  of  my  twenty  years,  and  I  feel  it  is 
time  for  me  to  address,  as  best  I  can,  the  people  and  the  “cause”  I  have  been  trying  to 
serve. 

I  am  at  a  loss  for  words  to  describe  the  disillusionment  1  have  experienced  in  the  past 
year  with  what  I  once  referred  to  as  the  “spirit  of  lesbian  and  gay  pride.”  No,  I  am  not 
referring  to  the  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee  (of  which  I  have  been  a  member  in  past 
years).  I  am  referring  to  the  “brotherhood  and  sisterhood  of  lesbians  and  gay  men”  that  I 
have  read  about  on  these  pages  since  the  age  of  15. 

I  have  been  what  my  sophomore-year  biology  books  referred  to  as  a  “practicing 
homosexual”  since  the  age  of  12.  Entering  into  our  teenage  years,  however,  my  “lover” 
could  not  face  his  own  sexuality  and  retreated  into  the  closet,  leaving  me  to  face  what  I 
thought  was  to  be  the  turning  point  of  my  life,  coming  out,  alone. 

At  the  rebellious  age  of  15,  through  the  contacts  found  in  the  Boston  Phoenix,  I 
marched  through  the  doors  of  the  Charles  Street  Meeting  House  in  late  1977. 

Back  in  the  days  when  Elaine  Noble  and  Anita  Bryant  plastered  the  pages  of  GCN,  the 
Meeting  House  was  the  home  of  Project  Lambda,  a  support  group  for  Gay  Youth,  18  and 
under.  The  project  had,  at  one  time,  been  funded  by  the  City  of  Boston.  This  funding  was 
to  be  short-lived,  apparently  cut  off  by  a  higher-up  homophobe  somewhere  on  the  city’s 
political  ladder.  Lambda  did  survive,  however,  through  the  generosity  (?)  of  the  meeting¬ 
house  and  its  members,  but  only  for  a  few  more  months. 

Project  Lambda’s  membership  at  this  time  averaged  about  15  members,  give  or  take  a 
few.  1,  however,  was  outraged  at  this  drop-in-the-bucket  fraction  of  the  vast  numbers  of 
adolescent  faggots  and  dykes  that  1  knew  were  out  there,  wandering  the  streets,  looking  for 
gay  salvation  from  their  dreary,  suburban  closets.  In  my  fury,  I  was  quick  to  hop  on  the 
bandwagon  when  a  new,  reconstructed  organization  was  proposed. 

The  new  group,  the  Committee  for  Gay  Youth,  was  relocated  to  the  Arlington  Street 
Church,  and  was  headed  by  a  Steering  Committee  of  older  Project  Lambda  members  and 
“interested  adults”  in  the  gay  community.  CGY  soon  took  off,  becoming  a  visible  part  of 
the  Boston  gay  community,  and  its  membership  rose  to  average  20  to  30  young  people  at  its 
Saturday  afternoon  meetings.  (The  age  limit  was  also  raised  to  21.) 

As  the  group  grew,  however,  the  Steering  Committee  became  more  and  more 
stagnant.  1  found  myself,  at  the  age  of  18,  being  the  only  steady  member  of  the  steering 
committee  who  was  under  21!  The  group  grew  large  and  soon  became  too  much  for  the 
Arlington  Street  Church  to  handle.  We  were  politely  evicted,  and  CGY  began  teetering  on 
its  last  legs.  Torn  apart  by  separatist,  sexist,  and  A GEIS T issues  (yes,  P.C.  fans,  ageism  IS 
a  political  issue!),  the  Steering  Committee  crumbled,  and  from  the  ruins  a  small  handful  of 
the  youth  pulled  together  yet  a  new  organization,  of  which  I  was  to  be  co-founder  and 
president. 

By  July  of  1980,  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (B.A.G.L.Y.)  was 
incorporated  as  a  not-for-profit  corporation  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  Our  first 
fundraiser,  an  auction,  brought  in  close  to  $3,000.  All  work  for  this  fundraiser  was  done  by 
the  youth  members,  and  was  pulled  off  with  the  support  of  Robin  MacCormack,  then 
liaison  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  Jack  Rubin  of  Buddies,  a  local  gay  bar.  It  was  the  money 
raised  at  this  event  that  paid  for  our  space  at  128A  Tremont  St.  in  downtown  Boston.  A 
prime  location,  as  being  centrally  located  is  vital  to  any  group  trying  to  encourage  young 
people  to  come  out  from  all  areas  of  the  city  and  its  suburbs. 

Our  next  major  fundraiser  was  the  Gay  Carnival  ’80  held  at  Clemente  Field  in  the 


Fenway  in  September  of  last  year.  It,  too,  was  a  successful  venture,  again  with  the  support 
of  the  gay  community.  The  money  was  certainly  much  needed,  as  our  rent  was  to  increase 
at  a  rate  of  $50,  bi-monthly,  until  reaching  our  present  rate  of  $600  per  month. 

Now,  bringing  you  to  the  present,  lesbian  and  gay  youth  in  Boston  are  again  faced 
with  an  incredible  obstacle.  This  time,  however,  it  is  not  internal  dissent  that  is  in  our  way. 
The  youth  are  now  faced  with  an  even  more  crippling  enemy:  apathy. 

We  are  neglected  and  even  rejected  by  mainstream  society,  like  most  gay  people,  but 
with  one  agonizing  difference  ...  we  are  also  “kids.”  (I,  for  one,  resent  being  called  a 
baby  goatl)  Except  for  one  Boston  youth  agency,  there  are  no  social-service  or  advocacy 
agencies  who  will  so  much  as  acknowledge  the  existence  of  gay  adolescents  in  any 
substantial  way!  Any  attempt  to  get  state,  federal,  or  even  private  foundation  funding  is 
little  more  than  a  joke!  So  who  are  we  to  turn  to?  YOU,  the  gay  community  .  .  .  that’s 
who! 

This  is  not  a  plea  for  charity.  I  do  not  consider  myself  or  anyone  in  BAGLY  to  be  a 
charity  simply  because  we  are  under  22.  Nor  are  we  a  charity  because  we  are  gay.  I  am 
simply  stating  the  fact  that  the  lesbian  and  gay  young  people  of  today  are  the  gay 
community  of  the  future  .  .  .  YOUR  future!  We  are  all  in  this  together!  It  is  up  to  each  and 
every  one  of  us  to  help  gay  youth  to  help  themselves! 

Oftentimes  I  find  myself  becoming  rather  discouraged  when  dealing  with  adults  who 
consider  BAGLY  to  be  the  gay  version  of  Romper-Room.  I  am  filled  with  anger  every  time 
the  words  “chicken”  or  “baby-dyke”  creep  into  the  conversation.  Ageism  is  an  issue  that 
society  at  large  has  just  begun  to  acknowledge,  and  in  my  opinion,  is  evident  even  more  in 
our  community. 

I  am  not  seeking  pity  for  the  gay  youth  in  Boston.  I  am  simply  trying  to  make  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large  aware  of  the  issues  we  are  faced  with  every  day.  Young  people,  as  well  as 
women,  people  of  color,  the  working  class  and  the  handicapped,  are  faced  with  a  struggle: 
the  struggle  for  our  rightful  place  in  our  own  community.  We  are  working  damned  hard  to 
make  BAGLY  work  —  for  our  own  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  countless  others  who  will 
be  facing  their  sexuality  in  the  future. 

They  will  have  to  deal  with  coming  out.  My  only  hope  is  that  BAGLY  is  around  to 
make  the  process  a  positive  experience.  I  have  read  the  statistics  on  teenage  suicide  and 
depression,  and  I  have  seen  what  a  group  like  BAGLY  can  do  to  change  that. 

There  are  no  excuses.  It  IS  up  to  you.  Gay  youth  need  your  support,  not  just  in 
dollars,  but  in  a  spirit  of  love  and  a  sense  of  family  that  we  all  can  share.  Supporting 
and/or  attending  BAGLY  fundraisers  and  including  gay  youth  in  community  events  would 
be  a  good  start. 

I  do  have  pride  in  being  gay.  I  know  my  gay  heritage  and  I  have  the  support  of  many 
of  my  gay  brothers  and  sisters.  I  think  that  should  be  something  every  lesbian  and  gay  man, 
regardless  of  age,  can  be  able  to  say.  How  about  you? 

(Questions,  responses  or  donations  can  be  addressed  to  GCN,  Box  10GY,  22  Brom- 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.) 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston.  MA  02108. 


Community  Voices 


a  challenge  to  feminist  men 


fighting  woman 

Dear  GCN, 

We’ve  owed  you  all  a  letter  for  about  a  year, 
which  is  pretty  average  for  us.  Fighting  Woman 
News  (FWN)  thanks  you  for  the  kind  mention 
you  gave  us  in  your  coverage  of  Worldcon,  1980 
(the  38th  World  Science  Fiction  Convention,  Vol. 
8,  No.  10).  (Couldn’t  make  convention  as  it  coin¬ 
cided  with  the  U.S.  Kendo  Championships;  since 
I  can  still  qualify  at  my  age  it  was  irresistible  to  go 
and  get  my  ass  kicked  by  a  kid.)  You  not  only 
mentioned  us,  but  got  it  all  right,  managed  to  be 
complimentary  in  spite  of  that,  and  were  profes¬ 
sional  enough  to  include  our  ©  and  TM.  Love  ya! 

What  inspires  this  letter,  since  I  usually  avoid 
sounding  off  to  the  gay  press  (figure  that  with 
NAMBLA  and  Samois  you  have  enough  fun 
without  a  straight  woman  putting  in  her  two 
cents),  is  that  a  couple  of  items  you  recently  ran 
have  hit  close  to  home.  One  was  a  note  about  a 
straight  supporter  who  had  had  it  with  gays  for  a 
number  of  reasons;  the  other  was  about  an  alter¬ 
native  journal  that  refused  gay  ads. 

I  can’t  say  that  I’ve  run  into  the  problems  that 
guy  mentioned,  but  some  years  ago  a  gay  book¬ 
store  here  in  NYC  refused  FWN  because  it  wasn’t 
about  gay  liberation;  however,  they  carried 
another  women’s  martial  arts  publication  to 
“help  out  the  distributor”  who  was  a  lesbian.  I 
don’t  mention  the  store’s  name  because  they  have 
since  carried  material  that  was  not  strictly  lesbian 
including  the  1981  Women  in  Martial  Arts  Calen¬ 
dar  that  I  distributed  in  the  area  for  WIMA. 
FWN  as  a  magazine  has  always  enjoyed  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  lesbian  community;  I  doubt  we  ever 
published  an  issue  that  had  no  input  from  a  les¬ 
bian  somewhere.  We  advertise  in  the  gay  press, 
but  not  in  any  journal  labelled  “lesbians  only.” 
We  are  pleased  to  be  represented  at  lesbian 
events,  but  we  always  tell  the  organizers  that  we 
are  there  as  “friends  of  the  proceeding.”  So  far, 
so  good.  (Not  to  forget  our  gay  distributor!) 

The  reverse  of  the  above  is  that  we  are  generally 
considered  a  lesbian  magazine  anyway.  Who  but 
a  bunch  of  dykes  would  publish  a  martial  arts 
magazine,  right?  This  costs  us  revenue  as  we  have 
lost  both  ads  and  subscriptions  because  of  it.  (As 
a  funny  aside,  the  manager  of  a  woman  boxer  re¬ 
fused  to  allow  us  to  interview  her  when  he  saw  the 
Albatross  ad  in  FWN.  So  I  gave  my  press  cards  — 
I  have  a  few  from  mainstream  magazines  —  to 
another  woman  who  proceeded  with  the  inter¬ 
view;  she  was  a  dyke.)  One  instructor  was  honest 
enough  to  tell  us  that  the  parents  of  his  students 
raised  hell  when  he  put  FWN  in  the  school  for  his 
female  students.  They  objected  to  the  queer  ads. 
A  few  women  have  complained  also.  Most  simply 


don’t  renew  or  don’t  list  their  schools  or  make 
some  excuse  for  not  taking  an  ad  and  so  on.  The 
funniest  letter  I  ever  got  was  from  a  woman  who 
politely  informed  me  that  such  an  issue  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  martial  arts;  she  would  probably  be 
horrified  to  find  out  how  many  people  just  knew 
she  was  a  lesbian  because  she  studied  martial  arts. 

I  don’t  know  if  our  “collaboration”  has  cost  us 
or  profited  us;  and  1  don’t  give  a  good  goddamn. 
I  would  be  pretty  pathetic  if  a  self  defense 
magazine  could  be  intimidated  by  dyke-baiting. 
The  idea  that  we  could  avoid  trouble  by  hiding 
our  lesbians  under  a  rock  somewhere  is  like  telling 
women  they  can  avoid  rape  by  staying  home  at 
night. 

On  the  other  hand  (I  think  I’ve  run  out  by  now) 
I  have  a  lot  of  trouble  defining  a  suitable  ad.  We 
refuse  all  “personals”  and  always  have.  Right 
now  the  policy  amounts  to  refusing  anything  that 
smells  bad  to  the  editor,  but  this  ony  works  for  a 
small  specialized  magazine.  When  we  were  trying 
to  form  Womanreach  Advertising  Group,  an  ad- 
getting  collective  for  the  feminist  press,  a  lot  of 
the  organizing  energy  went  into  stating  what  ads 
we  would  not  accept  and  thus  we  never  got  to  the 
point  of  trying  to  actually  get  any  and  the  idea 
failed. 

Perhaps  the  good  folks  at  Mother  Earth  News 
will  get  the  message  in  the  “convenience  of  the 
government”  item  that  was  right  next  to  “homo- 
phobic  mother”  (GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  8)  but  some¬ 
how  I  doubt  it.  They  will  no  doubt  go  merrily 
along  thinking  that  if  only  they  behave  them¬ 
selves  .  .  . 

Best  wishes, 

Valerie  Eads,  Editor 
Fighting  Women  News 
New  York,  NY 


dangerous 

To  Jan  Suter: 

If  you  want  insightful  answers  to  your  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  morality  of  comic  treatment  of 
nazism,  ask  a  survivor.  I  suggest  that  you  pursue 
a  similarly  direct  path  to  insight  on  the  subject  of 
rape-pom  and  the  act  of  rape. 

Your  thoughts  (Speaking,  Out,  GCN,  9/26/81) 
on  exceedingly  serious  subjects  are,  to  my  mind, 
dangerously  silly  and  incoherent. 

Wendy  Fitting 
Somerville,  MA 


Dear  GCN, 

Jean  Segaloff’s  Speaking  Out  piece,  “The 
Myth  of  the  Feminist  Male,”  raises  real  questions 
about  men  who  call  themselves  feminists.  Segal- 
off  expresses  legitimate  suspicion  that  men  who 
sympathize  with  women’s  struggles  may  also,  at  a 
murkier  level  of  consciousness,  fear  women’s 
power.  Men,  in  short,  may  try  to  muscle  in  on 
feminism  in  order  to  tame  it,  all  the  while  express¬ 
ing  the  best  intentions.  I  hope  women  like  Segal- 
off  keep  a  sharp  eye  out  against  such  moves,  but  I 
don’t  believe  Segaloff  is  correct  when  she  dismis¬ 
ses  the  feminist  male  as  a  myth. 

Segaloff  argues  that  a  feminist  woman 
“gives  up  the  promise  of  security  and  protection 
from  men.  She  won’t  take  the  bribe.”  In  fact,  any 
number  of  self-defined  feminist  women  have  in¬ 
terpreted  feminism  to  mean  getting  the  kind  of 
power  men  already  have.  Getting  any  kind  of 
power  at  all  is,  of  course,  a  step  up  from  being  ut¬ 
terly  powerless.  Nevertheless,  feminist  women 
have  found  it  necessary  to  remind  their  sisters  of 
the  full  feminist  vision  —  a  vision  which  Peggy 
Kornegger  expressed  in  her  essay  “Anarchism: 
the  feminist  connection.”  Kornegger  wrote, 
“Feminism  doesn’t  mean  female-corporate  pow¬ 
er  or  a  woman  President;  it  means  no  corporate 
power  and  no  Presidents.”  Kornegger  wouldn’t 
bother  to  make  this  point  unless  some  women  are 
taking  bribes. 

“A  man,”  writes  Segaloff,  “has  nothing  to 
lose  as  a  ‘feminist.’”  My  own  experience  contra¬ 
dicts  this  dictum.  I  once  came  out  as  a  feminist  to 
a  group  of  straight  businessmen  who  were  talk¬ 
ing  down  the  ERA  (we  were  in  the  same  car  of  a 
commuter  train).  They  baited  me  as  a  faggot, 
and  so  I  also  came  out  as  a  gay  man  to  them. 
“Just  what  1  thought,”  said  one  man,  dismissing 
me;  but  another  man  made  physical  threats.  I 
had  to  ask  myself  what  was  most  threatening  to 
them  —  my  being  feminist,  gay,  or  both  togeth¬ 
er?  1  know  a  number  of  men  (mostly  gay)  who 
know  from  similar  experiences  that  we  do  have 
something  to  lose  as  feminists.  What  we  lose  is 
“masculinity,”  but  what  we  gain  in  spirit  and 
solidarity  seems  worth  it. 

“The  indoctrination  of  feminism,”  writes  Se¬ 
galoff,  “is  subjugation,  something  that  most 
men  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  feel  directly 
(each  woman’s  oppression  is  different,  but  all 
women’s  oppression  is  the  same.)”  When  men 
are  subjected  to  mental  wards  and  electro-shock 
for  “effeminacy”  —  for  being  like  women  — 
does  this  suffering  rank  as  high  as  the  clitoridec- 


tomies  and  footbinding  women  have  been  sub¬ 
jected  to?  Even  to  ask  such  a  question  raises  a 
much  more  important  question:  Just  who  needs 
to  rank  human  suffering  in  this  way,  if  not  pre¬ 
cisely  those  in  power  who  wish  to  divide  and  de¬ 
feat  us  all?  Segaloff  says  that  women’s  history  of 
subjugation,  of  footbinding  and  of  suffragettes 
being  force-fed  in  prison,  has  earned  women  the 
right  to  call  themselves  feminists.  By  this  stan¬ 
dard,  a  self-defined  feminist  corporate  president 
is  on  the  front  line  of  freedom  as  long  as  she  is  a 
woman,  whereas  a  self-defined  feminist  victim  of 
psychiatric  brutality  is  a  political  parasite  if  he  is 
a  man.  And  the  contradictions  multiply  the  fur¬ 
ther  one  pursues  such  a  line  of  reasoning. 

In  the  discussion  of  Segaloff’s  article,  analo¬ 
gies  have  been  made  to  the  black  movement  of 
the  sixties  when,  as  one  man  wrote  to  GCN, 
“black  leaders  finally  told  the  white  liberals  to 
stay  out  of  their  revolution.”  This  is  a  useful 
analogy,  because  it  was  precisely  the  racism  of 
many  white  liberals  which  kept  them  from  chal¬ 
lenging  the  dictums  of  certain  black  leaders  in  the 
sixties.  If  you  really  respect  people,  that  means 
you’ll  respect  them  enough  to  argue  with  them, 
no  matter  what  sex,  race,  or  class  they  may  be 
part  of.  The  fact  is  that  much  of  the  rhetoric  and 
practice  of  black  separatism  was  converging  with 
racist  segregation:  white  and  black  progressives 
pointed  this  out  at  the  time,  and  were  often 
trashed.  Likewise,  it  is  precisely  the  sexism  of 
men  which  has  kept  us  from  challenging  women 
when  we  felt  it  was  right  to  do  so.  Specific  libera¬ 
tion  movements  have  a  right  and  duty  to  preserve 
autonomy,  but  no  one  group  of  people  makes  a 
revolution  alone. 

Just  as  the  struggle  against  racism  must  be 
taken  up  by  whites,  so  must  the  struggle  against 
sexism  be  taken  up  by  men.  Shall  men  who  fight 
sexism  call  themselves  anti-sexist,  or  pro-femin¬ 
ist,  or  “effeminist,”  or  feminist,  or  some  other 
name?  I  belong  to  a  group  called  Solidarity:  A 
Socialist-Feminist  Network,  a  group  full  of 
strong  women  who  speak  their  minds.  They  seem 
comfortable  working  with  men  who  identify  with 
feminism  and  try  acting  on  it.  And  if  these 
women  ever  told  me  I  had  no  right  to  call  myself 
a  feminist,  I  would  respect  them  enough  to  argue 
why  I  do  have  that  right. 

Segaloff’s  article  raises  questions  which  do 
challenge  feminist  men,  and  for  that  I  thank  her . 
Best  wishes, 

Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 
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door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

3 ended 
.  ^ock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL! 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat. 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3; 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


John  G.  Keefe 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

617/367-0730 
50  Staniford  St: 
Suite  800 
Boston,  MA  02114 


Civil  &  criminal 
litigation 
Real  .estate 
transaction 
Landlord/ tenant 
rights 

Relationship 
contracts 
Wills  &  trusts 


John  P.  Ward 

J  Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


hsher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


plumbing 

&hea«ing 


Robert 
Dargon 

445-5891  & 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

eveninss 


AT  LAST 


THE  GVM 

A  Fitness  Center  For  Men 


Under  Construction  . . 
Opening  in  Boston 
SOON 

For  Membership  Information 
Call:  267-5320 


Free-Weights 

Nautilus 

Universal 

Cam-2 

Gymnastics 

Masseur 


Cycling  Club 
Calisthenics  Classes 
Self-Defense  Classes 
Sauna,  Steam,  Jacuzzi 
Nutritional  Counseling 
Running  Club  &  Clinics 


oj 


behayior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

“Christopher  Street  Blues’ 

Mr.  Footlong  Long  Encounters”^ 


Face  to  Face 


Boston's  Best  Alt  Mate  Shew! 


WE  offers  a  dating  service  for  the  gay 
community.  For  six  months,  WE  will 
guarantee  monthly  computer  selected 
compatible  persons  for  your  $25  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  personality  questionnaire 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 

Box  2660,  Boston,  MA  02208 
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IriStar  Productions 

And 

Full  Moon  Rising  Productions 


•  Margie  Adam 

•  Meg  Christian 


•  Alix  Dobkin 

•  June  Millington 


Promoters  and  producers  of  women’s  culture 
Present 

•  Sharon  Russell  Band* 

•  Theresa  Trull  &  Deuce 

•  Twin  Tides* 

•  Edwina  Lee  Tyler  & 

A  Piece  of  the  World* 

*  Not  yet  confirmed 

Plus 

Art  and  Photography  Exhibits, 

*r  »  *  y  -  Feminist  Theatre  and  Dance 

’  ALL  IN  1  YEAR? 


YES! 

And  you  can  make  it  happen. . . 


A  contribution  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00) 
enables  you  to  become  a 


Funderwoman 


Entitled  to: 


One  T-Shirt 

One  Season’s  Pass  To  All  Events 
Name  in  Program  (if  desired) 


Please  send  your  contribution  to  IriStar  Productions 

22  Bigelow  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02135 


For  further  information  call  787-4170  or  497-1298 


Deadline;  October  15.  1981 


INN  ON  CASTRO 

321  castro  st.  san  francisco 
94114  •  (415)  861  0321 

bed  and  breakfast  guest  house 
reservations  requested 


XXXXvIaIC 

healthy  teeth  . . . 

\  they're  a  team  effort 

1 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

617  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 

—  —  -  —  ... 

— - - .  ..  - 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 

Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  ond  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


r 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VO  TestingHreatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 


• .  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

.•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier-free  •  24  Hour  Physician  OmCall  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


South  End  /  Boston 


apartment  rentals 
real  estate  sales 
condominiums 


Bennett /Bowen  Assoc. 

619A  Tremont  St.,  Boston  267-5320 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
^Chiropractor^ 

Treatment  of: 

Neck  and  shoulder  pain  Headaches 
Low  back  pain  Bursitis 

Acute  and  chronic  musculoskeletal 
conditions  resulting  from  occupa¬ 
tional  stress  and  nervous  tension 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

Evening  Appts.  Available 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 

727  AU  ANTIC  AVSNti  BOSTON  MASSACHUST'S02I' 


524-S46 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  W  EEKENDS 


The  Other  Side  of  the  Wall 


A  Brief  History 

of  GCVs  “Prison  Project” 

Somewhere  back  in  the  middle 
ages  of  GCN  history  (1975-1976?) 
someone,  probably  George  Dim- 
sey,  took  an  interest  in  gay  prison¬ 
ers  and  started  us  out  sending  free 
papers  to  prisoners  who  asked, 
and  running  free  penpal  ads  on  a 
space  available  basis.  Prisoners’ 
letters  have  never  stopped  coming. 
They  are  the  most  powerful  things 
I’ve  ever  read.  Loneliness  is  their 
main  theme.  And  anger  at  the  pris¬ 
ons’  subtle/clumsy /rude  efforts  to 
make  prisoners  feel  like  sinners 
and  sick  people  (just  like  the  rest 
of  us  queers  out  here).  The  vast 
majority  of  them  are  inside  for 
non-violent  “crimes.”  (Jessica 
Mitford’s  Kind  and  Usual  Punish¬ 
ment:  The  Prison  Business,  Vin¬ 
tage,  1974,  is  an  inspiring  and  in¬ 
formative  book  on  the  subject.) 
The  American  way  of  justice  is 
much  more  efficient  at  defending 
property  than  it  is  at  defending 
people. 

Little  by  little,  these  messages 
from  behind  the  walls  have  moved 
us  to  organize  a  prisoner  project  to 
try  and  respond  to  some  of  these 


prisoners’  needs.  We  began  to  col¬ 
lect  used  (lesbian/gay)  books  to 
send  out,  and  now  we  have  more 
than  we  can  afford  to  send  out. 
(Postage,  anyone?)  And  we’ve 
been  pretty  successful  in  beginning 
to  connect  with  women  prisoners. 
Just  recently,  we’ve  started  bring¬ 
ing  together  resources  to  help  jail- 
house  lawyers  and  other  prisoners 
get  the  legal  information  they  need 
to  defend  themselves  against  their 
keepers.  Hostages,  indeed!  One 
recent  victory  was  an  agreement  by 
the  federal  prison  system  to  allow 
GCN,  off  our  backs,  and  other  les¬ 
bian/gay  publications  into  their 
prisons.  State  prisons  are  exempt 
from  this  and,  basically,  all  law. 
The  whole  prison  business  is  one 
of  the  most  lawless  (and  lucrative) 
systems  in  the  world.  They  are 
practically  entirely  unaccountable, 
unless  sufficient  public  attention 
can  be  focused  on  the  situation. 

Here  at  the  paper,  we  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  realize  that  there  is  a  poli¬ 
tics  of  “crime,”  and  that  its  racist, 
classist,  sexist,  and  heterosexist 
patterns  are  closely  tied  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  politics  of  social  control,  con¬ 


trol  of  bodies,  and  even  control  of 
desires.  (Kissed  your  lover  in  pub¬ 
lic  lately?) 

The  Other  Side  of  the  Wall  is  a 
monthly  space  for  articles  written 
by  prisoners  about  their  experi¬ 
ences  being  in  and  up  against  the 
prison  system.  We  hope  those  of 
you  who  have  not  yet  been  locked 
away  will  join  us  by  writing  to  pen¬ 
pals  (listed  on  the  last  page  every 
other  week  —  see  next  week’s 
GCN),  by  keeping  prisoners  visible 
in  your  politics,  by  giving  some 
support  to  prisoners  in  your  area 
(visits,  books,  correspondence, 
protests,  whatever),  and  by  help¬ 
ing  us  if  you  can  (your  time,  if 
you’re  near  Boston,  your  money 
wherever  you  are!).  These  pages 
are  just  a  beginning.  Prisoners 
speak  for  themselves  for  a  change, 
instead  of  being  the  subject  of 
others’  writings,  or  forgotten  alto¬ 
gether.  We  are  always  looking  for 
people  to  help  with  the  Prison  Pro¬ 
ject,  doing  whatever  moves  you. 
Come  by  and  read  some  of  the  let¬ 
ters.  Without  privilege,  maybe; 
not  without  power. 

— Mike  Riegle 


I  Am  A  Woman  In  Prison 


The  pressure  to  silence  and 
eliminate  lesbians  and  gay  men 
increases  daily.  Many  of  us  have 
already  been  snatched  from  so¬ 
ciety  and  hidden  behind  bars. 
Those  of  us  who  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  mobility  are  responsible 
for  creating  avenues  of  commu¬ 
nication  with  our  brothers  and 
sisters  in  captivity.  Prisoners 
need  support  as  well  as  a  place 
to  articulate  their  struggle  and 
share  information  about  how  the 
"law"  is  carried  out.  Prisoners' 
experiences  vary  widely,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  branch  (local, 
state,  federal,  “mental"),  secur¬ 
ity  level,  state,  "crime,”  and  indi¬ 
vidual  person.  Prisoners'  oppres¬ 
sion  reflects  both  the  struggle  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  every¬ 
where,  and  special  problems 
that  stem  directly  from  the  prison 
system  itself.  In  addition  to  this 
monthly  column  by  and  for  pris¬ 
oners,  GCN  runs  a  prisoner 
section  on  the  last  page  of  every 
other  issue. 


By  Malcolm  L.  Little,  Jr. 

During  the  summer  of  1969,  I 
was  sentenced  to  the  Illinois 
Department  of  Corrections  by  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Cook  County  in 
Chicago,  Illinois.  Daniel  Ryan,  a 
judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  sen¬ 
tenced  me  to  an  indeterminate 
term  of  five  to  twelve  years  in 
prison  for  my  involvement  in  poli¬ 
tical  events  during  the  aftermath 
of  the  Democratic  Convention  in 
Chicago  in  1968. 

While  awaiting  trial  on  the 
charges  in  Chicago,  I  was  detained 
without  bail  for  a  period  of  about 
two  months  in  the  Cook  County 
jail.  In  1969,  there  were  well  over 
2,000  inmates  in  the  jail,  most  of 
whom  (85  Wo)  were  affiliated  with 
Chicago  street  gangs.  In  fact,  to  a 
virtually  incredible  extent,  the 
gangs  were  exercising  considerable 
control  over  not  merely  other  in¬ 
mates,  but  over  the  jail  admini¬ 
stration  and  guards.  Because  of 
potential  ramifications  of  an  in¬ 
mate  uprising  precipitated  by  hun¬ 
dreds  of  gang  members,  jail  regu¬ 
lations,  rules  and  policies  were 
violated  with  seeming  inpunity. 

Within  the  residential  tanks  of 
the  jail,  there  were  “bam  bosses,” 
typically  an  inmate  in  the  gang 
hierarchy,  who  literally  distributed 
the  tank’s  food,  supervised  all 
clean-ups  and  generally  estab¬ 
lished  the  unwritten  rules  (and  fre¬ 
quently  administered  unofficial 
punishment)  and  discipline  of  the 
tank.  Indeed,  the  tank  “bam 
bosses”  along  with  their  gang  lieu¬ 


tenants,  established  the  “pecking 
order”  among  inmates. 

Typically,  almost  every  bam 
boss  and  inmate  with  position  in 
the  gang  hierarchy,  possessed  a 
“kid”  (a  youthful  inmate  who  was 
not  a  member  of  the  gangs)  from 
whom  (with  the  aid  of  psychologi¬ 
cal  and/or  physical  pressure)  he 
obtained  sexual  favors.  In  other 
words,  in  order  to  be  assured  pro¬ 
tection  from  the  gang  assault, 
rape,  extortion  or  other  violent 
acts,  a  youthful  inmate  would 
almost  be  compelled  to  assume  the 
role  of  “kid”  (which  in  jail  par¬ 
lance  is  not  synonymous  with  be¬ 
ing  gay).  From  all  indications  at 
that  time,  it  appeared  as  if  most  of 
the  gang  members  actively  sought 
youthful  inmates  from  whom  they 
coerced  sexual  acts;  furthermore, 
these  so-called  “kid”  types  were 
much  more  desirable  to  these 
gang-affiliated  predators  than  the 
small  minority  of  inmates  who 
were  already  gay. 

In  the  absence  of  youthful  in¬ 
mates  (“kids”),  the  predators 
would  seek  gratification  with 
older,  gay  inmates;  however,  there 
was  something  about  the  “kid” 
phenomenon  that  enhanced  the 
“macho”  self-concept  of  the  gang 
members.  The  process  of  “turning 
out”  and  owning  a  “kid”  was  a 
status  symbol  within  the  jail  envir- 
ronment. 

Because  my  charges  stemmed 
from  the  action  at  the  Democratic 
Convention,  association  with  the 
radical  group  and  general  involve¬ 
ment  in  political  consciousness- 
raising,  1  luckily  encountered  no 
personal  difficulty  or  pressure  in 
the  jail.  Of  course,  these,  coupled 
with  my  large  physical  stature, 
former  Marine  training  and 
athletic  prowess  no  doubt  contrib¬ 
uted  to  acceptance  by  gang  mem¬ 
bers,  who  were  probably  viewing 
gays  in  terms  of  stereotype. 

Yet,  despite  the  fact  that  I  was 
never  pressured  personally,  I  felt 
outraged  by  the  reprehensible  acts 
which  were  being  perpetrated  daily 
aginst  younger,  weaker  men  by  the 
gang-affiliated  inmates.  To  com¬ 
plicate  matters  more,  these  were 
ongoing  crimesoverwhich  I  had  no 
personal  control.  While  on  the  one 
hand  I  knew  that  these  acts  were 
totally  unconscionable  and  should 
be  stopped,  I  experienced  the  frus¬ 
tration  of  being  powerless  to  stop 
them,  particularly  since  the  acts  — 
rapes,  commissary  extortions,  bat¬ 
teries,  intimidations,  etc.  —  had 
become  institutionalized  within 
the  inmate  subculture.  On  a  few 
occasions,  I  was,  however,  suc¬ 
cessful  in  interceding  before  exces¬ 
sive  physical  beatings  had  been  af¬ 
flicted. 


Of  paramount  concern  to  me 
was  the  realization  that  the  jail  ad¬ 
ministration  and  guards  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  cognizant  of  the  whole 
situation  and  had  undertaken  ab¬ 
solutely  no  legal  or  administrative 
action  whereby  to  remedy  the  pro¬ 
blem.  Moreover,  in  the  few  inci¬ 
dents  that  were  reported  where 
bodily  injury  was  too  extensive  to 
escape  detection,  the  officials 
seemed  to  maintain  a  policy  of 
concealment  with  regard  to  the 
rape,  etc.,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  in¬ 
itiated  criminal  proceedings.  In¬ 
deed,  the  perpetrators  of  the  act 
were  almost  never  punished  at  all, 
for  to  do  so  would  incur  the  wrath 
of  the  gang  members. 

The  victims  werenever  afforded 
the  opportunity  to  initiate  criminal 
charges  against  the  assailants  and 
incredibly,  the  guards  on  a  few  oc¬ 
casions  actually  destroyed  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  correspondence  in  which  the 
incidents  were  reported,  imposed 
summary  administrative  punish¬ 
ment  against  the  victim  and 
threatened  additional  administra¬ 
tive  action  if  further  attempts  were 
made  to  report  the  incidents.  As 
one  might  suspect  by  now,  the 
guards  were  absolutely  unable  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  assaults, 
rapes  and  other  heinoius  acts,  even 
when  they  were  apprised  of  the 
possibility  before  hand  that  the 
acts  might  occur. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1969, 1 
was  transferred  to  the  Diagnostic 


By  Pamela  Willis 

Have  you  ever  thought  it  could 
happen  to  you?  It  could  easily,  as 
it  happened  to  me. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  1 
thought  I  knew  everything.  I  felt 
that  to  be  accepted  I  had  to  hang 
with  the  “in-crowd”  who  at  that 
time  (1977)  was  the  involvement  in 
the  drug  scene.  I  ended  up  in  a  very 
unfortunate  circumstance.  Sitting 
outside  in  a  car  during  a  robbery/ 
murder  with  no  knowledge  of  the 
happenings,  1  was  found  guilty  of 
Second-degree  Murder  and  Armed 
Robbery  and  sentenced  to  twenty 
years  at  the  Women’s  Prison  in 
Lowell,  Florida.  Guilty  by  associa¬ 
tion.  It  happens  all  the  time. 

When  I  first  stepped  through  the 
front  doors  of  Florida  Correction¬ 
al  Institution  I  was  frightened  by 
the  stories  I  had  heard  of  the 
fights,  the  cuttings,  the  rapes  and 
threats.  All  has  not  been  as  one 
hears.  Not  here  anyway.  My  four 
years  here  I  have  seen  some  petty 
fights  (mostly  arguments),  a  few 
threats  that  were  never  carried  out 


and  I  witnessed  one  woman  cut  by 
another  with  a  razor.  There  have 
been  no  rapes.  There  are  too  many 
willing  women  whether  they  are 
gay  or  straight. 

I  came  out  or  should  I  say  met 
my  first  lover  while  here  in  prison. 
My  relationship  was  with  a  woman 
who  has  been  gay  all  her  life,  who 
taught  me  the  real  meaning  of  a 
love  between  two  women.  I  have 
accepted  the  change  in  my  life  and 
1  am  happy  with  it.  It  was  a  desire 
always  hidden  deep  within  me  that 
I  felt  ashamed  to  reveal.  The 
shame  has  left  and  I  am  proud. 

I  have  found  that  women  here 
have  relationships  just  to  pass  the 
time.  They  will  come  in  off  the 
streets  where  they  were  prostitutes 
or  have  husbands  and  children  and 
dress  to  be  butch  and  try  to  play  on 
some  innocent  woman’s  loneliness 
—  only  to  take  their  money  and 
anything  else  they  can  get.  It  is  a 
big  game  played  by  many.  I  can  see 
the  phoniness  in  these  women. 
There  are  very  few  real  lesbians 
here.  Everyday  we  have  men  in¬ 


and  Reception  Center  in  Joliet  for 
processing,  after  which  I  was 
transferred  to  the  Stateville  Prison 
in  Joliet-Lockport,  Illinois,  to 
begin  serving  time.  Stateville  is  a 
maximum  security  prison,  replete 
with  gun  towers,  35-foot  walls, 
bars  and  a  lot  of  cement.  During 
my  six  years  in  the  Illinois  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corrections,  I  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  virtually  every  penal 
facility  in  the  state  because  of  the 
numerous  lawsuits  I  had  initiated 
against  the  officials.  This  sort  of 
frequent  transfer  from  one  institu¬ 
tion  is  known  among  prisoners  as 
“bus  therapy.” 

In  spite  of  the  retaliatory  trans¬ 
fers  and  other  disciplinary  action 
to  which  I  was  subjected  for  fight¬ 
ing  the  system,  I  served  most  of  my 
sentence  in  Stateville.  Since  State¬ 
ville  housed  most  of  the  Chicago 
area,  so-called  hardcore  prisoners 
(in  those  days,  the  man  over  25 
years  old  with  few  exceptions),  it 
was  not  surprising  to  discover  the 
gang  influence  which  thoroughly 
pervaded  the  institution.  From 
1969  to  1975,  gang  control  became 
so  rampant  in  Stateville  that  gang 
members  from  the  outside  had  ac¬ 
tually  acquired  jobs  as  guards  and 
staff. 

By  1972,  gangs  had  actually 
wrested  most  of  the  power  form 
the  prison  administration.  Nearly 
every  inmate  job  assignment  was 
effectively  controlled  by  gang 
members  and  periodically,  when 


the  gangs  did  not  feel  as  if  they 
were  in  complete  control,  gang 
members  would  commandeer  a 
cell  block  temporarily,  break  out 
the  homemade  booze  (prune)  and 
weapons  and  have  a  party  until 
their  demands  were  met.  Although 
most  of  the  prison  officials  were 
vehemently  opposed  to  the  gang 
control  in  Stateville,  they  were 
totally  powerless  to  neutralize  the 
gang’s  influence  there. 

In  many  cases,  guards  who 
feared  for  their  own  safety  simply 
would  turn  their  heads  to  the 
ongoing  pattern  of  gang  violence 
within  the  institution.  During  the 
early  ’70s,  I  repeatedly  witnessed 
violent  physical  assaults,  rapes, 
commisary  extortions,  intimida¬ 
tions,  etc.,  all  of  which  were  being 
perpetrated  by  gang  members 
against  the  few  youthful  and 
weaker  prisoners.  I  was  also 
shocked  by  the  total  apathy  of  the 
officials,  the  callous  and  insensi¬ 
tive  attitude  demonstrated  by 
those  who  had  been  designated  as 
our  keepers. 

Over  a  period  of  approximately 
one  year,  I  personally  conversed 
with  numerous  men  who  had  been 
unwitting  victims  of  gang  violence. 
In  the  mast  majority  of  cases,  the 
stories  of  the  victims  were  striking¬ 
ly  similar,  e.g.,  either  before  or 
after  the  incident  a  report  had  been 
made  to  guards  (or  other  staff)  and 
no  action  taken.  Prison  officials 
never  prosecuted  misdemeanor 


mates  on  the  compound  that  do 
the  maintenance  work  and  you  see 
these  same  so  called  hutches  run¬ 
ning  behind  these  men. 

I  don’t  know  about  other 
womens  prisons  but  here  (unlike 
the  men’s  prisons)  the  women  are 
not  supportive  of  each  other.  1  feel 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  administra¬ 
tion.  You  will  hear  complaints 
about  the  food,  the  living  condi¬ 
tions,  the  hassles  from  officers  and 
so  forth,  but  never  with  any  ap¬ 
proaches  to  solve  the  problem  or 
seek  improvement.  When  some¬ 
thing  does  get  solved  or  corrected 
you  will  find  it  not  to  the  woman’s 
satisfaction.  For  example,  every 
year  in  the  summer  the  heat  in  the 
dorms  is  unbearable.  Finally,  ro¬ 
tating  fans  were  installed  on  both 
walls  to  help  circulate  the  air.  The 
problem  now  is  who  is  getting  the 
most  air. 

There  does  not  need  to  be  a  riot 
involved  to  improve  the  condi¬ 
tions;  there  are  sensible  ways  to  get 
recognition,  such  as  requests,  and 
if  that  does  not  work,  sit-ins, until 


and  felony  violations  which  occur¬ 
red  within  the  institution;  in  fact, 
they  appeared  to  be  acting  to  con¬ 
ceal  such  incidents. 

The  gang  members  who  perpe¬ 
trated  the  assaults,  rapes  and  other 
crimes  were  rarely  punished  at  all; 
nonetheless,  the  officials  would 
occasionally  place  a  few  of  the 
assailants  in  disciplinary  isolation/ 
segregation  for  a  short  term.  After 
a  brief  period  of  time,  the  assail¬ 
ants  would  be  released  from  isola¬ 
tion/segregation  to  general  popu¬ 
lation  again,  in  which  they  would 
quickly  become  involved  in 
assaultive  behavior  again. 

In  those  days  in  Stateville,  there 
was  one  practice  of  the  officials 
that  was  simply  morally  reprehen¬ 
sible:  the  practice  of  imposing 
punishment  on  the  victims  of  these 
attacks.  The  victims  of  the  attacks 
were  frequently  placed  in  disci¬ 
plinary  isolation  and  essentially 
treated  worse  than  their  assailants. 
Following  a  period  of  isolation, 
the  victim  had  to  make  a  choice 
between  requesting  safekeeping 
(protective  custody)  or  going  back 
to  precisely  the  same  situation  in 
which  the  attack  occurred.  As  one 
can  readily  perceive,  that  type  of 
choice  is  tantamount  to  no  choice 
at  all:  it  is  an  alternative  between 
risking  the  certainty  of  further  at¬ 
tacks,  rapes,  or  agonizing  through 
the  rigors  of  the  illusory  protection 
afforded  by  “safekeeping.” 

As  a  consequence  of  this  perva¬ 
sive  climate  of  fear  (which  prison 
officials  were  in  essence  condon¬ 
ing)  I  prepared  on  behalf  of  the 
class  of  men  who  were  victims  of 
these  crimes  a  law  suit  pursuant  to 
42  USC  1983. 1  also  obtained  indi¬ 
vidual  affidavits,  explicitly  elabor¬ 
ating  upon  each  attack.  The  law¬ 
suit,  Little  v.  Walker,  was  filed  in 
the  United  States  District  Court 
for  the  Northern  District  of  Illinois 
in  March,  1973. 

The  suit  alleged  an  ongoing  pat¬ 
tern  of  gang  violence  in  Stateville 
and  apparent  official  indifference; 
furthermore,  that  this  gang  vio¬ 
lence  created  a  pervasive  climate  of 
fear  which  literally  compelled  men 
to  request  so-called  “voluntary” 
safekeeping.  Interestingly,  once  a 
victim  placed  himself  (or  was  plac¬ 
ed  in)  “safekeeping”  status,  he 
was  fed  and  attended  to  by  prison¬ 
ers  who  were  affiliated  with  the 
same  gang  from  which  he  sought 
protection  in  the  general  popula¬ 
tion.  In  order  to  receive  food  or 
supplies  for  his  cell,  the  victim  was 
frequently  pressured  for  sexual 
favors  through  the  cell  bars  by 
gang  members  who  worked  in 
safekeeping.  For  this  reason,  we 
alleged  that  “safekeeping”  af¬ 
forded  merely  illusory  protection 


someone  comes  to  hear  our  argu¬ 
ments.  All  of  this  will  be  talked 
about  but  when  it  comes  right 
down  to  action  you  will  hear  cop- 
outs  such  as  I-don’t-want- to-  be 
locked,  my-time’s-too-short  and  it 
won’t-solve-anything.  If  everyone 
(the  approximately  500  women 
here)  wrote  a  request  to  state  a 
complaint  or  all  refused  to  work 
nothing  could  possibly  happen  to 
them.  It  is  not  considered  a  disor¬ 
derly  function.  The  few  that  would 
participate  won’t  without  the  back 
up  of  the  others.  One  person  can 
not  change  anything  by  them¬ 
selves.  So  the  food  stays  lousy,  the 
living  conditions  inadequate,  the 
rules  still  petty  and  the  complaints 
will  still  be  heard  all  day  long. 
Even  if  you  are  a  short  timer,  you 
could  always  benefit  the  ones  do¬ 
ing  a  long  sentence  or  the  new  in¬ 
mates  coming  in.  And  there’s  al¬ 
ways  the  possibility  that  you  could 
return,  as  I  have  seen  time  and 
time  again. 

One  is  very  fortunate  to  find  (if 
they  can)  a  true  friend  in  prison. 


to  the  victims  of  previous  attacks. 
The  gang  members  who  worked 
the  safekeeping  unit  frequently 
assaulted  and  raped  the  victims 
who  had  requested  protection. 
These  attacks  would  occur  in  the 
safekeeping  unit  shower,  etc.,  in 
which  gang  members  passed  out 
towels.  It  was  not  uncommon  for 
gang  membes  to  throw  things  into 
the  victims’  cells  or  refuse  to  feed 
them  until  their  demands  for  sex 
through  the  cell  bars  were  met. 
Apparently,  the  guards  chose  to 
ignore  these  actions  by  gang  mem¬ 
bers,  perhaps  because  they  feared 
for  their  own  safety. 

The  lawsuit  alleged  that  “safe¬ 
keeping”  was  in  fact,  not  volun¬ 
tary,  but  coercive,  because  of  the 
pervasive  climate  of  fear  in  the 
general  population.  Once  in  segre¬ 
gation/safekeeping,  a  man  ob¬ 
viously  was  not  much  safer  than  he 
had  been  previously,  despite  the 
fact  that  he  was  subjected  to  a  loss 
of  virtually  all  of  the  privileges  of 
general  population:  religious  serv¬ 
ices,  mobility,  recreational  yard, 
law  library,  etc. 

As  a  result  of  some  legal 
research,  I  discovered  cases  which 
held  that  officials  may  be  held 
liable  for  damages  in  cases  where 
they  knew  of  or  should  have 
known  of  probably  attacks  and 
they  undertook  no  action  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  attacks. 

The  United  States  District 
Court,  Judge  Bernard  Decker, 
presiding,  dismissed  the  lawsuit. 
On  appeal  to  the  Seventh  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  the  court  ruled 
in  favor,  reversing  the  decision  of 
Judge  Decker.  The  numerous  affi¬ 
davits  depicted  an  ongoing  pattern 
of  violence  at  Stateville  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  justices,  simply 
could  not  be  tolerated. 

In  July,  1979,  attorney  Bob 
Graham,  Jenner  &  Block  law  of¬ 
fice,  Chicago,  Illinois,  settled  the 
case  with  the  Attorney  General’s 
office  and  we  received  $7,600.00. 
The  case  was  published  in  the 
Federal  2nd  Reporter  (United 
States  Court  of  Appeals’  deci¬ 
sions)  as  Little  v.  Walker.  While 
the  amount  of  damages  won  is  not 
very  large,  the  case  clearly  demon¬ 
strates- that  with  perseverence  and 
considerable  effort  (in  addition  to 
reprisals  by  officials)  we  can  win 
victories  against  the  system.  We 
can  be  change  agents,  though  we 
be  confined  in  the  most  oppressive 
environments. 

1  filed  the  original  lawsuit  pro 
per  and  acquired  the  affidavits 
myself  (with  some  difficulty 
because  of  old  prison  contacting 
rules).  Daniel  Murray  and  Bob 
Graham  (and  a  few  of  their  col¬ 
leagues)  did  not  take  over  the  suit 


There  is  so  much  treachery,  lar¬ 
ceny  and  back  stabbing  between 
the  women  here  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  trust  someone.  For 
instance,  someone  might  come  up 
to  me  and  talk  about  a  friend  of 
theirs  and  the  next  minute  be  smil¬ 
ing  in  their  face  and  it  makes  you 
wonder  if  they  talking  about  you, 
too.  It  is  a  vicious  circle  of  gossip. 
This  is  a  Peyton  Place  if  I  have 
ever  seen  one.  Also  you  will  find 
very  little  consideration  and  re¬ 
spect  for  each  other  and  for  each 
others  personal  belongings.  Most 
of  the  women  are  out  for  them¬ 
selves.  Among  everything  else 
there  is  prejudice  and  jealousy  be¬ 
tween  the  inmates  and  the  staff.  I 
am  not  saying  everyone  fits  this  de¬ 
scription,  though  it  fits  the  ma¬ 
jority. 

Doing  time  can  be  used  to  one’s 
advantage  if  used  wisely.  Self-im- 
provement/self-awareness  courses 
are  offered  along  with  group  ses¬ 
sions  and  counseling.  There  are 
many  vocational  trades  such  as 
keypunch,  graphic  arts,  horticul¬ 


until  it  had  been  pending  for 
almost  four  months.  Nevertheless, 
I  attribute  the  Seventh  Circuit’s 
favorable  decision  to  the  very  pro¬ 
ficient  argumentation  of  Bob 
Graham. 

We  have  a  responsibility  to  fight 
actively  oppressive  conditions,  to 
struggle  for  the  acquisition  of 
equal  treatment.  Unfortunately, 
this  great  struggle  is  fraught  with 
peril.  My  suggestion  to  those  who 
desire  to  undertake  this  sort  of 
legal  action  is  to  cultivate  contacts 
with  outside  gay  organizations, 
prisoner’s  rights  organizations  and 
sympathetic  legal  aid  centers. 
Prison  officials  will  be  reluctant  to 
undertake  severe  reprisals  with  this 
type  of  outside  support,  e.g.  just 
the  pressure  of  outside  organiza¬ 
tions  corresponding  with  the  of¬ 
ficials. 

Above  all,  don’t  give  up  !  !  ! 


ture,  nurses  aide,  human  services, 
cosmetology,  small  engines  and 
landscaping.  It  is  all  up  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual  whether  they  want  to  im¬ 
prove  their  life,  learn  a  trade  to  be 
used  to  find  a  job,  or  just  stay  the 
same. 

As  for  myself  I  have  taken  self- 
improvement  courses,  1  have  been 
working  in  keypunch  for  3  'A  years 
and  plan  to  make  a  career  out  of  it 
once  1  am  released.  I  have  found 
out  what  I  want  out  of  life  and  I 
am  going  to  strive  to  reach  all  the 
goals  I  have  set  up  for  myself.  I 
don’t  want  to  spend  my  life  con¬ 
stantly  behind  bars  headed  no¬ 
where. 

There  are  various  personalities 
in  the  officers..  Some  think  of  us  as 
trash,  some  really  care  and  will  do 
all  in  their  power  to  help  us  in  our 
daily  problems.  I  haven’t  found 
many  that  openly  discriminate 
against  homosexuals.  As  long  as 
you  abide  by  their  rules  and  re¬ 
spect  them  they  will  in  return  re¬ 
spect  you.  I  have  openly  discussed 
my  life  with  many  of  the  officers 


and  found  that  I  am  respected  for 
my  beliefs. 

GCN  is  the  only  paper  admiss¬ 
ible  to  women  here.  I  have  request¬ 
ed  that  Sinister  Wisdom,  Femin- 
ary,  and  Women  in  Cages  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  admissible  reading  ma¬ 
terial  list.  The  librarian  has  taken 
my  requests  to  the  Department  of 
Corrections  in  Tallahassee  and  all 
were  denied,  but  I  will  keep  trying, 
because  I  feel  these  papers  could 
be  of  interest  to  many  women 
here. 

In  this  article  1  have  not  tried  to 
down  the  prison  system  or  support 
it.  I  feel  life  is  what  you  make  it 
wherever  you  are  whether  it  be 
confined  or  free. 

At  present  under  the  new  Flor¬ 
ida  Parole  system  1  have  a  release 
date  for  April  of  1986.  I  have 
hopes  that  it  will  be  reduced  at  my 
next  interview. 

Like  I  said,  I  am  a  woman  in 
prison,  and  it  could  happen  to 
you. 


The  State  and  the  Stockyard 


Name  Withheld 

A  gay  person  entering  prison 
does  so  with  fear  and  trepidation, 
and  rightfully  so.  Anyone  that  has 
ever  spent  any  time  in  a  county 
jail  has  heard  the  stories  of  what 
happens  in  prisons.  Different 
prison  systems,  from  federal-to- 
state,  and,  from  state-to-state 
differ  drastically.  Some  systems 
allow  prisoners  to  have  radios 
and  television,  other  systems 
barely  allow  books  and  magazines. 
The  treatment  of  gays  is  also  as 
different,  despite  a  generally  per¬ 
vasive  prejudice  and 
“stand-offish”  attitude.  In  Illinois, 
for  example,  gays  entering  prison 
can  do  so  expecting  to  be  abused, 
assaulted,  raped,  and  even  killed. 
The  Illinois  system,  especially  the 
four  maximum  security  prisons,  is 
an  unusually  rough  one  because 
much  of  its  overall  population  is 
made  up  of  Chicago  street  gang 
members,  thus,  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
defending  one’s  self  from  an  indi¬ 
vidual  or  even  a  small  clique,  but 
rather,  a  large  number  of  well 
organized  ruthless  gang  members 
that  spread  to  almost  every  prison 
in  the  system. 

To  compound  the  seriousness  of 
the  situation,  the  actions  of  prison 
officials  must  also  be  considered. 
While  not  openly  condoning 
homosexuality,  officials  welcome 
gays  into  the  system  and  use  them 
to  pacify  and  manipulate  the  hard¬ 
core,  uncontrollable  prisoners. 
This  is  particularly  true  with  mem¬ 
bers,  and  especially  leaders  of 
street  gangs.  Gang  members  are 


given  their  choice  of  available 
gays.  It  is  a  “pick-and-choose” 
situation;  akin  to  a  whorehouse 
operated  and  sanctioned  by  the 
state.  Gays  are  used  throughout 
the  system  to  “keep  the  lid  on 
things”  by  providing  an  outlet  for 
venting  anger  and  frustrations. 
The  dignity,  and  often  the  safety 
of  gays  is  willingly  compromised  in 
order  to  avert  major  disturbances. 

Gang  members  use  gays  for  their 
personal  sexual  outlet,  and  that  of 
their  friends  and  gang  associates. 
They  put  them  to  “work”  as  pros¬ 
titutes,  pimping  them,  making 
them  hustle  other  prisoners,  quite 
often  for  large  sums  of  money. 
Gays  are  bought  and  traded  like 
cattle  in  a  stockyard.  And,  of 
course,  it  goes  without  saying,  that 
they  are  abused  and  degraded  in 
every  other  manner  conceivable.  It 
is  not  only  the  “known”  so-called  . 
“open”  gays  that  are  degraded  and 
used  in  this  manner.  Young,  non- 
aggressive,  attractive  boys  are 
preyed  upon,  and  “turned  out.”  If 
they  refuse,  or  attempt  to  fight  off 
such  advances,  they  are  usually 
beaten,  raped,  or  killed.  The 
Illinois  system  is  quite  different 
than  the  federal  or  even  other  state 
systems  because  of  the  gang  activ¬ 
ity.  Consequently,  it  is  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  altogether  impos¬ 
sible,  to  “win.”  The  combination 
of  strong  street  gang  activity  and 
virtual  control  of  the  prisons,  with 
cooperation  of  prison  officials 
makes  life  a  touch-and-go  situa¬ 
tion  for  gays  in  Illinois  prisons. 


Contrary  to  the  stigmatized 
image  a  federal  prisoner  may 
obtain  from  association  with  gays, 
association,  and  the  “owning”  of 
gays  in  the  Illinois  system  is  looked 
upon  as  a  symbol  of  power  and 
prestige.  The  more  gays  an  individ¬ 
ual  “owns,”  and  the  more  attrac¬ 
tive  they  are,  the  more  influential 
and  powerful  the  “owner” 
becomes.  Naturally,  there  will 
always  be  a  certain  amount  of 
prejudice  and  even  outward  dis¬ 
gust  exhibited  toward  gays  by 
those  that  are  unaware  of  their 
own  sexuality  or  afraid  of  life,  but 
it  seems  Illinois  prisons  are  free  of 
it  to  a  large  extent.  If  anything, 
there  is  generally  a  feeling  of  sym¬ 
pathy  from  straights  for  the  plight 
of  gays  in  Illinois  prisons.  Gays  are 
often  “paraded”  around,  made  to 
walk  behind  their  “man,”  and 
never  allowed  to  speak  unless 
spoken  to  or  unless  speaking  to 
another  gay.  Of  course,  there  is 
never  any  love,  devotion  or  tender¬ 
ness  in  such  relationships.  It  is 
purely  and  simply  a  matter  of 
physical  satisfaction  or  monetary 
gain.  Gays  are  humiliated  and 
degraded  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  bought  and  traded,  often 
for  little  more  than  a  carton  of 
cigarettes,  or  simply  given  away 
for  a  future  favor.  Someone,  in 
someway  always  gains,  at  the 
incredibly  unbelievable  expense  of 
the  gay. 
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Notes  on  the  History  of  Gay  Theater 

Taking  Risks,  Pushing  Boundaries 

Part  Two 


“ Despite  the  evils  that  the  world  may  cast 
upon  me,  I  remain  as  steady  as  a  three-legged 
Cauldron.  ”  —  Monique  Wittig 


By  Michael  Bronski 

In  this  second  part  of  notes  for  a 
history  of  lesbian  and  gay  theater 
in  Boston,  Clover  Chango  and 
Marty  Kingsbury  talk  about  The 
Cauldron  Experimental  Theater. 

Beginnings 

Marty:  Both  of  us  experienced  a 
real  frustration  over  trying  to  find  | 
space  to  work  in.  There  was  a  real 
lack  of  lesbian  and  gay  theater  out¬ 
side  of  Triangle  —  people  who 
were  into  taking  an  experimental 
approach  to  theater,  who  were 
willing  to  challenge  some  of  the 
basic  structures  of  theater. 

Clover:  I  felt  frustration  with  the 
political  scene  in  Boston.  I  felt  it 
wasn’t  nurturing  anymore.  The 
gay  political  scene  has  shifted 
more  toward  moderation.  The 
same  kind  of  small  town  mentality 
that  pervades  Boston  was  also  in 
the  political  groups  I  found  myself 
in.  So  I  felt  I  needed  to  work  on  my 
art  more.  Generally  in  the  country, 
art  isn’t  appreciated  at  all  and  is  in 
fact  put  into  a  secondary  position. 

I  felt  the  political  scene  here  was 
anti-art.  The  rigid  kind  of  politics 
in  Boston  allow  you  to  act  in  only 
certain  ways  that  really  exclude 
any  kind  of  artistic  breakthroughs. 
Marty:  There  are  places  where  art 
veers  off  and  is  willing  to  take 
more  risks  around  personal  issues 
that  may  not  be  “politically  cor¬ 
rect,  ’  ’  but  art  and  politics  are  so  in¬ 
tertwined  that  they  reflect  each 
other.  For  both  of  us  the  idea  of  a 
loft  had  been  a  dream  for  a  long 
time.  I  finally  ran  out  of  excuses 
for  why  I  couldn’t  do  it.  We  look¬ 
ed  for  a  space  for  a  long  time  and 
during  that  time  we  talked  a  lot 
about  what  our  vision  for  such  a 
space  would  be. 

Clover:  What  we’re  up  against 
around  space  is  class  and  eco¬ 
nomic  oppression,  the  limited 
choices  that  we  have  on  our  com¬ 
bined  income.  We’re  on  the  border 
of  a  lower  class,  abandoned 
neighborhood,  in  a  warehouse. 
The  other  people  living  near  us  are 
artists.  On  the  outskirts  are  Puerto 
Ricans,  bracks,  and  Asians  —  and 
a  lot  of  those  people  come,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  we  have  events  that 
have  a  racial  focus  —  a  Puerto 
Rican  thing  or  a  .black  thing.  And 
that  is  very  exciting  to  me.  A  lot  of 
experimental  theaters  and  feminist 


theaters  have  a  history  of  being  in 
these  “fringe”  areas,  partly 
because  we  are  operating  without  a 
lot  of  choices,  like  money.  So  in 
addition  to  putting  our  art  out,  we 
have  to  take  a  lot  of  responsibility 
about  being  where  we  are.  And 
that’s  an  extra  job.  I’m  used  to 
that  from  my  class-background  — 
trying  to  convince  people  that  it’s 
okay)  to  come  to  my  neighborhood, 
that  they  won’t  get  stabbed. 

Artistic  Vision 

Marty:  Cauldron  is  theater  in  the 
widest  sense  of  the  word,  which 
basically  means  it’s  everything. 
From  poetry  to  the  visual  to  move¬ 
ment  to  the  political  to  any  kind  of 
dialog  situation  that  can  take  place 
in  an  empty  space.  Like  Triangle, 
we’re  working  to  unify  the  women 
and  the  men  in  this  community, 
while  still  maintaining  our  separ¬ 
ate  ideas.  We  have  shows  that  are 
all  women,  all  men,  and  mixed,  so 
within  this  space  we  can  each  find 
a  voice  for  ourselves,  and  out  of 
that  we  can  find  a  much  more  uni¬ 
fied  voice.  And  it’s  very  tangible. 
Clover:  The  vision  is  to  create 
something  concrete  that  will  give 
me  support  and  give  a  lot  of  fag 
support.  A  place  where  there’s 
culture  that’s  not  a  bar.  Part  of  the 
vision  is  also  to  make  a  place  where 
gaymen  of  color  can  come  and  ex¬ 
periment  and  find  a  politic  or  art 
form  that  expresses  their  experi¬ 
ence. 

Work 

Marty:  The  Women’s  Theater 
Festivals  have  been  amazing!  Im¬ 
porting  women  from  New  York 
and  Canada  has  given  us  a  lot  of 
courage  to  do  very  different 
things.  It  has  helped  women  to 
keep  working  throughout  the  year 
because  they  don’t  have  to  do  all 
of  the  business  things  —  they 
know  they’ll  have  a  place  to  per¬ 
form.  We’re  all  so  isolated,  off  in 
our  little  studios  all  over  town.  The 
Festival  has  given  us  a  chance  to 
connect  with  each  other. 

Cauldron  is  modelled  after 
theaters  in  New  York  where  the 
people  who  run  the  space  are  the 
people  who  work  in  it.  It’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  Clover  and  me  that  we  do 
not  get  sucked  into  the  business 
end  of  things. 

Clover:  In  a ...  historical  sense, 


we’re  trying  to  create  the  next  step 
after  doing  all  this  work  taking 
care  of  other  people  —  doing  the¬ 
ater  and  cultural  events  and  poli¬ 
tics,  putting  out  and  getting  very 
little  back.  Having  a  center,  a 
theater  that’s  going  to  be  stable,  is 
a  new,  risky  political  experience 
for  me.  But  it’s  more  real. 

Marty:  I’ve  done  a  lot  of  show' 
that  bring  together  a  lot  of  li¬ 
ferent  people.  We  try  to  integrate  a 
lot  of  different  culture  with  the 
women’s  community  and  the  gay 
community.  We  see  the  places 
where  we  merge  and  the  places 
where  we  differ. 

Marty:  There  are  moments  when  it 
all  seems  worth  it . . .  but  with  any 
kind  of  political  or  artistic  work 
you  have  to  have  a  baseline  faith 
that  you’d  rather  be  doing  this 
than  doing  anything  else.  We  are 
building  our  own  future,  but  it’s 
going  to  take  a  long  time. 

People  coming  in  to  work  with 
us  can  define  their  own  work.  A 
collective,  or  core  group  is  really 
only  just  beginning  to  form.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  starting  to  produce  then- 
own  shows. 

Clover:  Marty  and  I  have  coor¬ 
dinated  tasks  so  far ...  I  guess  I’m 
the  artistic  director  and  Marty’s 
the  financial  director,  but  we  ask 
each  other  for  help  with  each  task 
we  take  on. 

Community  Support 

Clover:  We’ve  suffered  from 
limited  press  support,  partly  due 
to  the  nature  of  the  work  and  part¬ 
ly  due  to  the  right  wing  climate  and 
Boston.  I  think  gay  men  are  less 
uptight  about  their  homosexuality 
in  other  cities  like  New  York,  or 
San  Francisco.  The  race  privilege, 
adoption  of  Boston’s  mainstream 
behavior,  the  Puritanism  and 
xenophobia  are  all  anti-sex  and 
anti-gay,  so  in  my  experience,  gay 
men  here  are  less  supportive  of  dif¬ 
ference  than  in  other  cities,  or  in 
networks  like  the  faerie  or  pro¬ 
feminist  network.  I  need  to  be 
more  assertive  to  the  different  gay 
male  communities. 

Marty:  The  women’s  community 
has  always  been  a  lot  more  willing 
to  work  together.  Women’s  bond¬ 
ing  has  not  always  been  easy,  but 
it’s  solid.  The  problem  we’ve  had 
getting  reviewed  in  newspapers  is 
that  most  papers  emphasize  the¬ 


A  Strange  Combination:  “ 


By  Shepherd  Bliss 

Take  a  small,  Midwestern  town 
of  8,000  —  thoroughly  white,  with 
most  of  its  residents  comfortably 
settled  into  traditional  families  — 
add  500  cultural  workers  from  all 
over  the  United  States,  and  try  to 
imagine  the  result.  Lesbian  and 
gay  poets,  musicians,  dancers,  and 
theater  people,  as  well  as  Third 
World  groups  like  Harlem’s  Na¬ 
tional  Black  Theater  and  Santa 
Barbara’s  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza 
filled  the  tiny  town  of  St.  Peter, 
Minnesota.  Surprisingly,  it  work¬ 
ed;  the  cultural  workers  and  local 
residents  joined  together  for  a 
week-long  celebration  in  a  climate 
of  mutual  respect  and  generosity. 

St.  Peter’s  only  theater  group. 
Cherry  Creek,  had  sent  out  a  Call: 
“We  call  upon  all  cultural  workers 
—  in  the  studios,  the  farms,  the 
lecture  halls,  the  factories  —  to 
join  the  men  and  women  in  the 
theater  at  a  gathering  in  August. 
We  meet  in  the  heart  of  the  land 
...  to  learn  from  each  other,  to 
speak  out  collectively,  to  tell  the 


stories  that  need  telling,  sing  the 
songs.”  The  Call  afffirmed  “the 
universal  human  right  to  a  name,  a 
place,  a  story,  a  song.” 

Cherry  Greek  spent  nearly  two 
years  working  on  The  Gathering; 
during  the  summer  months  it 
mobilized  many  of  the  townspeo¬ 
ple  to  prepare  for  the  opening 
pageant  by  making  masks  and 
larger-than-life  figures.  But  in 
Mankato,  a  city  ten  miles  away, 
some  conservative  Republicans 
heard  of  the  pending  events.  They 
attacked  it  as  “Godless,”  “un¬ 
patriotic,”  “un-American,”  a.  1 
“liberal,”  and  tried  to  stop  it,  us¬ 
ing  tactics  such  as  trying  to  get  the 
state  fire  marshall  to  declare  the 
performing  spaces  hazardous.  But 
Cherry  Creek  mobilized  its  grass¬ 
roots  support,  and  The  Gathering 
went  on  as  planned. 

Any  lingering  doubts  some  local 
individuals  may  have  had  that  the 
small  community  would  have  to 
lock  its  doors  to  the  hordes  (“com¬ 
mies,  faggots,  and  perverts”)  were 
allayed  by  the  opening  pageant 


and  the  behavior  of  the  event’s 
participants  who,  despite  their 
costumes,  were  never  menacing  or 
threatening. 

I  am  river, 

I  bring  water. 

1  am  prairie, 

I  bring  bread. 

I  am  woods, 

I  bring  shelter. 

I  am  sky, 

I  bring  light. 

These  words  were  accompanied 
by  masked  figures,  dancers,  musi¬ 
cians,  clowns,  and  folks  just  out  to 
strut  their  stuff.  Larger-than-life 
figures,  including  buffalo  and  a 
dragon,  sought  to  “Let  the  bird  of 
the  earth  fly.”  Sure  enough,  at  the 
end  of  the  impressive  pageant,  a 
giant  bird  figure  soared  through 
the  strets.  The  parade  came  to¬ 
gether  from  four  directions, 
including  a  flotilla  down  the 
Minnesota  River.  Spectators  join¬ 
ed  the  parade,  spontaneously 
chanting  “Follow  the  River.” 

The  ideas  and  people  to  emerge 
during  the  next  week  were  quite 


ater  that  is  going  to  run  for  a  while, 
whereas  our  programs  usually  only 
run  one  or  two  week-ends.  But 
once  women  come  down  here,  they 
usually  come  back. 

Clover:  The  support  from  the  gay 
male  community  has  been 
mixed. There’s  a  real  lack  of  fag  art 
i*’  Boston.  A  lot  of  gay  male  artists 
ne  to  Boston  to  get  started  and 
ve  on,  or  else  they  go  to  the 
„  ght  world  to  do  their  thing. 
That’s  a  choice  I  can  understand, 
but  I  can’t  fully  respect.  A  lot  of 
my  work  has  been  with  dykes  in 
mixed  events.  But  a  lot  of  gay  men 
won’t  go  to  an  event  that  they 
know  has  lesbian  content.  I  don’t 
know  what  it  is  about  gay  men’s 
sexuality  that  makes  being  around 
women  uninteresting  to  them  — 
they’ll  view  the  great  Devas,  they’ll 
go  see  Mommy  Dearest,  but  they 


won’t  go  hear  Audre  Lorde  read 
poems.  It’s  confusing  to  me! 
Marty:  Don’t  you  think  that’s 
partly  because  lesbians  have  been 
so  intent  on  creating  women’s 
space  that  we  haven’t  let  men  into 
some  events? 

Clover:  That’s  partly  true,  but 
there  are  a  lot  of  men  that  aren’t 
even  aware  of  those  events.  This 
leads  back  into  the  whole  discus¬ 
sion  of  how  you  do  your  art,  and  I 
see  that  queer  men  are  a  whole  lot 
more  successful  in  the  main¬ 
stream,  that  doesn’t  address  sex¬ 
uality  or  is  so  outrageous  that  it 
passes  for  entertainment. 

“Queer  Art” 

Marty:  I  guess  I  see  queer  art  as 
trying  to  break  down  some  of  the 
borders  between  art  forms:  we 
Continued  on  page  12 


Audre  Lorde  reads  at  The  Cauldron  Experimental  Theater. 


The  Gathering” 


compelling.  Tecla  was  there,  with 
her  paintings  of  Harlem  faces. 
Latin  American  performers  de¬ 
scribed  the  U.S.  presence  in  their 
countries  as  an  “octopus.”  The 
Traveling  Jewish  Theater  pre¬ 
sented  the  image  of  a  tired  Jew  on 
a  subway  with  his  mother  asking, 
“Are  you  still  traveling  to  Amer¬ 
ica?”  Boston’s  Word  of  Mouth 


Theater  revealed  women  strug¬ 
gling  against  abuse  in  theworkplace 
and  elsewhere  in  patriarchal  so¬ 
ciety. 

Meridel  Le  Sueur,  one  of  Min¬ 
nesota’s  greatest  living  writers, 
provided  a  clue  for  why  so  many 
diverse  people  had  come.  “We 
must  re-member  the  dis-membered 
Continued  on  Page  11 


————————  Gay  Q0mmunjty  News>  October  3,  1981 

Gathering 


continued  from  page  10 
society.”  The  week’s  structure  was 
based  on  each  person  joining  one 
of  six  collectives  for  the  mornings, 
going  to  workshops  in  the  after¬ 
noons,  and  attending  perform¬ 
ances  in  the  evening.  (Then  there 
was  the  unplanned,  explosive 
dancing  and  singing  into  the 
night.) 

This  structure  facilitated  The 
Gathering’s  “cultural 

democracy.”  Cherry  Creek  Direc¬ 
tor  David  Olson  explained  this 
guiding  philosophy.  “What  do 
our  most  basic  freedoms  mean? 
What  does  it  mean  to  live  well  and 
to  create  beautiful  things?  There’s 
been  a  real  failure  to  nourish  the 
imagination  of  our  people.  We 
want  to  create  a  set  of  images  that 
fly  in  the  face  of  the  current  images 
of  fear.”  Harry  Boyte  of  Minne¬ 
apolis’s  Citizen  Heritage  Center 
added,  “Who  are  we,  as  a  people 
forged  of  many  peoples?  What  do 
we  teach  our  children?  What  do  we 
stand  for?” 

One  of  the  theater  directors 
present,  Doug  Paterson  of  the 
Dakota  Caravan,  felt  this  guiding 
philosophy  of  cultural  democracy 
has  direct  implications  for  the 
development  of  what  he  calls 
“peoples’  theater.”  “The  theater 
we  need  for  the  eighties  is  peoples’ 
theater.  We  are  a  pluralistic  society 
with  many  peoples.  No  one  will 
write  the  great  American  novel, 


because  we  do  not  have  one  but 
many  peoples.  The  focus  of  the¬ 
ater  and  culture  should  be  to 
understand  these  various  peoples 
—  lesbian  and  gay,  rural  and  ur¬ 
ban,  black  and  white,  men  and 
women,  Puerto  Rican  and  Chi- 
cano,  Native  American.  We  need 
cultural  expressions  of  this  cul¬ 
tural  pluralism.” 

Gay  musician  Charlie  Murphy 
of  Seattle  echoed  these  thoughts. 
“We  left  with  an  increased  sense 
of  wonder  and  belief  in  ourselves. 
The  Gathering  was  a  living  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  cultural  pluralism  of  our 
society  and  how  exciting  it  can 
be.”  Dimid,  a  radical  faerie  on  his 
way  from  Boston  to  Tennessee, 
added,  “We  don’t  have  to  manu¬ 
facture  a  new  culture.  What  we 
have  to  do  is  return  to  the  spirit  of 
Whitman.  The  Gathering  provid¬ 
ed  a  continuity  with  what  has  been 
best  in  American  history.” 

Murphy  asserted  that  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  often  too  isolated 
from  society.This  is  understand¬ 
able  given  their  oppression  by  that 
society.  But  Murphy  maintained 
that  we  often  further  isolate  our¬ 
selves.  He  advocated  feeling  more 
confident  and  asserting  one’s 
gayness.  The  Gathering  was  a 
place  where  some  people  were 
openly  gay  and  appreciated  by 
others,  including  heterosexuals, 
for  their  cultural  contributions. 

Murphy’s  music  was  quite  prev¬ 
alent  during  the  week.  His  new 
album  “Catch  the  Fire,”  recently 
released  by  Good  Fairy  Produc¬ 
tions,  was  a  hot  item  at  the  event. 
Murphy’s  late  Friday  night  concert 
was  one  of  The  Gathering’s  most 
popular  events.  During  his  concert 
he  asked  all  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  supporters  to  stand  and 
be  recognized  by  a  round  of  ap¬ 


plause.  Simple  acts  like  this  help 
break  down  isolation. 

Murphy’s  music  deals  with  mat¬ 
ters  such  as  the  plight  of  Native 
Americans,  the  burning  of  witches 
during  the  Inquisition,  and  the 
depth  of  love  possible  between 
men.  He  is  a  visionary  revolution¬ 
ist  seeking  a  total  transformation 
of  society,  not  just  with  respect  to 
sexual  politics,  but  including  the 
struggle  against  the  class  nature  of 
our  society  and  discrimination 
against  third  world  persons. 

Murphy’s  music  is  at  times  dy¬ 
namic  and  provocative,  at  other 
times  gentle  and  quiet.  He  had  ap¬ 
parently  intended  to  end  the  con¬ 
cert  with  “Gay  Spirit”  and 
“Catch  the  Fire,”  but  by  this  time, 
well  past  mignight,  the  audience 
was  on  its  feet,  dancing  to  the 
music.  So  the  music  continued. 
Murphy’s  concert  was  surely  one 
of  the  most  erotic  and  body¬ 
involving  events  of  the  week. 

At  the  core  of  The  Gathering 
were  about  twenty  theater  groups, 
including  some  of  the  country’s 
most  famous  political  theater  — 
Los  Angeles’s  Provisional  Theater 
and  New  York’s  Talking  Band. 
The  group  with  dealt  the  most  spe¬ 
cifically  with  sexual  politics  was 
Ann  Arbor’s  Common  Ground, 
which  had  been  well-received  in 
Boston  in  June  at  the  Seventh  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  on  Men  and 
Masculinity.  Common  Ground 
adapted  material  from  Rita  Mae 
Brown’s  novel  Rubyfruit  Jungle 
and  from  poets  Adrienne  Rich  and 
Audre  Lorde.  Their  performance 
included  a  militant  gay  history 
poem  and  dther  material  from  the 
men’s  movement.  Their  work  re¬ 
vealed  the  struggles  of  various  peo¬ 
ple  —  including  teen-agers  and 
mothers  —  to  move  beyond  our 
society’s  sexist  stereotypes  in  order 
to  live  fulfilled  lives. 

One  of  the  best-received  theater 
groups  was  the  all-women  At  the 
Foot  of  the  Mountain  from  Min¬ 
neapolis.  They  performed  “Junk¬ 
ie,”  a  thought-provoking  explor¬ 
ation  of  addiction  to  alcohol, 
drugs,  cigarettes,  food,  love  and 
other  substances.  In  the  best  tradi¬ 
tion  of  feminist  culture,  they 
began  involving  the  audience  from 
the  moment  people  arrived.  Each 
person  was  given  a  sheet  of  paper 
and  asked  to  write  about  her/his 
addictions.  Comments  from  these 


Sweet  Honey 
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audiences  responses  —  some  quite 
heavy  and  others  very  humorous 
—  were  read  dudring  the  perform¬ 
ance  and  shaped  the  work.  At  the 
end  of  this  prepared  performance, 
the  Mountain  women  returned  the 
stage  to  the  audience,  probing  our 
addictions  further.  Director  Mar¬ 
tha  Boesing  explained  that  the 
typical  performing  spaces  for  the 
troupe  are  prisons,  half-way 
houses,  shelters,  and  other  places 
where  people  are  struggling  to 
overcome  addiction,  often  without 
adequate  understanding  or  sup¬ 
port  from  friends  and  family. 

Something  amazing  happened 
at  The  Gathering  in  St.  Peter, 
Minnesota,  during  a  mid-August 
week.  People  came  from  all  over 
and  risked  being  intimate.  And  it 
worked.  The  Gathering’s  main  ac¬ 


complishment  was  the  temporary 
suspension  of  fear  and  suspicion 
(during  these  Reagan  years  of 
growing  political  and  economic 
difficulties)  in  order  for  those 
assembled  from  very  diverse  back¬ 
grounds  to  appreciate  each  other 
and  our  cultural  creations.  As  a 
local  resident  living  near  the  park 
commented  when  it  was  over, 
“How  lonely  I  feel  thi*-  week.  I  was 
at  the  edge  of  things,  but  I  felt  a 
part  of  the  community.  Now  I’m 
sad  about  all  those  folks  leaving.” 
Maybe  we’ll  come  back,  if  not  to 
St.  Peter,  then  somewhere  else,  for 
Gathering  II. 


Music 


By  Cindy  Patton 
We  are  Black  women  here  sing¬ 
ing  our  songs!  We  are  the  people 
“They”  do  not  want  you  to  hear. 
We  have  the  audacity  to  come  up 
here  ...  we  are  outrageous/  We 
are  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  and 
we  are  difficult/ 

Sweet  Honey  gets  better  every 
time  I  see  them.  Their  rich,  thick 
harmonies  remind  me  of  hearing 
Gospel  choirs  as  a  child.  I 
remembered  being  swept  away  by 
the  music  and  left  with  a  simple, 
but  clear  message  about  the  world 
— '  words  that  stayed  with  me 
longer  than  the  sermons  I  never 
quite  understood.  Sweet  Honey 
relies  heavily  on  the  Gospel  tradi¬ 
tion,  not  only  the  musical  form, 
but  the  style  of  communication, 
by  transmitting  an  idea  with  a 
feeling.  Sometimes  they  take  this 
form  straight  out,  just  as  they  in¬ 
herited  it.  At  other  times  they  play 
with  it,  add  to  it,  turn  it  on  its 
head.  Singing  a  capella,  with  only 
occasional  accompaniment  from 
traditional  percussion  instru¬ 
ments,  their  music  has  a  drive  and 
immediacy  that  chills  you  with 
“Joan  Little,”  brings  you  to  tears 
with  “My  Way,”  and  makes  you 
a  little  desirous  with  “Seven  Day 
Kiss.”  The  clear  ringing  soprano 
and  vibrant  bass  pull  at  your  gut 
like  a  tympani.  Their  complex 
vocal  lines  open  up  a  world  of 
sound  that  is  explosive  and  ever 
changing.  Wrapped  around  this 
textured,  but  encumbered  style  is 


a  powerful  feeling  that  these 
women  are  in  total  control  of  their 
music.  Shirley  Childress  Johnson, 
who  came  up  from  Washington, 
DC  with  Sweet  Honey,  provided 
the  ASL  interpretation,  which 
seemed  consonant  in  style  with 
Sweet  Honey’s  music.  And,  as  if 
the  sound  were  not  compelling 
enough,  the  lyrics  challenge  us  to 
think,  evaluate,  participate. 

Sweet  Honey  wants  us  to  be 
changed  by  their  performance. 
“We  all  struggled  long  and  hard 
to  get  together  here  tonight.  .  .  . 
Tomorrow,  do  something  differ¬ 
ent.  That’s  what  we  are  about.” 
You  cannot  simply  sit  back  and 
enjoy  Sweet  Honey;  to  be  in  the 
presence  of  their  music  and 
politics  is  to  be  prodded,  coaxed 
past  your  everyday  concerns.  The 
experience  is  not  surreal  or 
magical  —  the  gift  of  their  vision 
is  their  grounding  in  reality  —  but 
they  are  able  to  take  us  to  the  edge 
of  a  world  past  oppression.  But 
this  is  not  the  “let’s  pretend  it’s 
after  the  revolution”  stickiness 
that  sometimes  pervades  “wo¬ 
men’s  music  events.”  Sweet 
Honey  does  not  help  us  escape 
from  oppression,  but  rather,  br¬ 
ings  it  into  sharp  focus.  They  help 
us  recognize  our  own  anger  and 
our  little  assimilationist  habits, 
and  through  this  clarity,  make  us 
want  a  new  world  where  we  can 
share  the  vision  and  strength  that 
comes  rolling  off  the  stage. 

“I  want  to  applaud  you  all  for 


coming  here.  I  know  that  a  lot  of 
you  don't  like  each  other  very 
much.  But  you  have  put  aside 
your  petty  prejudices  to  come  here 
together.  And  don't  think  these 
coalition  efforts  aren 't  important! 
None  of  it  comes  clean.  ” 

Riffs  and  phrases  repeat  in  my 
head  for  weeks  each  time  I  hear 
Sweet  Honey.  Their  politics  push 
a  little  farther  into  soft  spots  with 


each  performance.  Ever  new  ar¬ 
rangements,  inspired  ad  Mbs,  new 
songs  about  new  connections  — 
these  give  each  piece  new  shape 
and  meaning.  At  this  concert,  the 
individual  voices  and  personalities 
of  Sweet  Honey  were  more  cohes¬ 
ive  than  ever  before.  Bernice  Rea¬ 
gan  has  always  come  through 
most  strongly  and  her  indelible 
mark  is  still  there,  but  Evelyn 


Harris,  Yasmeen  Williams,  and 
Tulani  Jordan  came  into  sharper 
focus,  each  with  her  own  style  and 
special  persona.  Paradoxically, 
the  more  completely  they  blend, 
the  more  clearly  we  experience 
each  woman’s  unique  talents.  The 
total  effect  is  one  of  vibrant  Black 
women,  in  complete  control,  with 
music  that  can  go  anywhere  and 
politics  like  a  sledgehammer. 


(I*  r>:  f've'yn  Harris’  Tulani  Jordan  (of  Boston!),  Yasmeen  Williams,  and  Bernice  Reason  —  ebullient 

music,  sledgehammer  politics 


Sue  Fleischmann 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn— 

The  Best  Laid  Plans 


By  Nancy  Walker 

“Do  you  need  help  talcing  the 
typewriter  into  the  other  room?,” 
Amy  asked.  “No,  thanks,”  said  I. 
Why  should  I  need  help?  I’ve 
schlepped  that  machine  from  one 
office  to  the  other  a  hundred 
times.  But  a  prescient  bell  went  off 
somewhere  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
my  consciousness.  Something  told 
me  that  I  should  have  accepted  the 
offer.  Of  course,  I  did  not  heed 
that  something,  and  as  I  was  lifting 
the  typewriter  table  over  the  door 
sill  I  heard  a  sharp  cracking  sound, 
just  like  a  gunshot,  and  then  felt 
astonishing  pain  and  the  terrifying 
sensation  of  faintness.  However,  I 
did  not  faint.  I  just  stood  very  still 
for  a  moment,  thinking  what  if  I 
slipped  a  disk? 

Wheelchairs,  traction,  spinal  fu¬ 
sion  all  sped  kaleidoscopically 
through  my  mind,  but  mostly  I 
was  concerned  about  explaining 
this  to  Amy.  Why  had  I  not  been 
sensible  and  let  her  take  the 
typewriter  for  me?  Why  had  my 
pride  kept  me  from  listening  to  the 
small  voice  that  warned  me  not  to 
move  it  myself? 

My  timing  was  always  exquisite, 
but  this  little  back  episode  took  the 
cake. 

Before  the  summer  had  fairly 


begun  things  started  to  turn  very 
sour  in  my  small,  personal  life, 
most  of  which  I  had  the  nerve  to 
bore  you  with  already.  I  almost 
lost  my  miserable,  underpaying 
job,  but  I  didn’t.  Our  landlord  in¬ 
formed  us  that  the  rent  was  going 
up  $175  a  month  which  was  his 
legal  way  of  forcing  us  out  in  order 
to  turn  our  apartment  into  a  con¬ 
do.  Then  he  turned  around  and 
asked  us  to  make  him  an  offer  on 
the  condo. 

I  figure  at  the  very  least  it  will 
cost  us  to  buy  the  condo  (unreha¬ 
bilitated)  about  $700  more  a 
month  than  we  paid  last  year.  For 
the  same  space.  I  don’t  care  about 
“investment.”  I  just  want  a  place 
to  live.  I  rather  disliked  the  idea  of 
getting  absolutely  nothing  more 
for  all  that  extra  money,  even  if  we 
could  afford  it,  which  we  can’t. 
Even  if  I  desperately  want  to  stay 
in  the  same  area,  which  I  do. 

My  sother  (significant  other) 
and  I  knew  things  were  difficult 
and  about  to  become  impossible. 
We  had  to  find  another  place  to 
live  or  else  make  underworld  con¬ 
tacts  that  would  lead  to  fortune. 
Nothing  legitimate  that  we  can  do, 
apparently,  yields  anything  but 
pain  and  frustration.  We  were 
definitely  in  need  of  genuine 


respite,  a  vacation  that  would 
soothe  us  and  give  us  the  spiritual 
revitalization  necessary  to  carry  on 
with  our  regular  jobs,  our  extra 
jobs  and  the  horrendous  labor  of 
finding  a  new,  bearable  place  to 
live. 

I  needed  a  breather.  I  wanted  to 
relax  and  thought  that  maybe,  if 
we  weren’t  going  to  take  a  long¬ 
distance  trip,  we  could  just  drive 
off  in  whatever  direction  our  im¬ 
pulses  took  us,  investigating  high¬ 
ways  and  byways  without  any 
itinerary.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
almost  every  road  in  New  England 
or  at  least  in  Massachusetts,  led  to 
extraordinary  beauty  ( outside  the 
city,  that  is).  And  I  just  wanted  to 
soak  up  some  of  that  lovely  land¬ 
scape.  I  could  hardly  wait  for  the 
GCN  vacation  to  begin. 

So  I  moved  the  typewriter  and 
hurt  my  back.  That  evening  my 
sother  tried  to  get  me  to  go  to  an 
emergency  room,  but  I  wasn’t 
ready  to  be  killed  outright,  so  I 
wouldn’t  go.  I  felt  more  rotten 
than  I  could  remember  ever  having 
felt  before.  The  next  morning  I  felt 
worse.  My  sother  called  my  doctor 
who  was  (what  else?)  on  vacation. 
The  doctor  taking  her  place  asked 
my  sother  for  a  full  description  of 
my  condition  after  which  he  said, 


“It’s  a  very  common  occurrence. 
Tell  her  to  rest  today,  and  if  there 
is  no  marked  improvement  in  the 
morning,  bring  her  in.”  “Com¬ 
mon  occurrence”  indeed.  It  was 
one  of  the  most  uncommon  occur¬ 
rences  of  my  uncommon  exist¬ 
ence.  My  sother  informed  my  boss 
that  I  would  not  be  in  and  told  him 
why. 

I  spent  the  day  as  carefully  as 
possible.  Every  time  I  moved,  I  felt 
as  if  an  electric  shock  went 
through  my  back.  My  sother  had 
to  give  me  a  guided  tour  to  the  loo, 
so  I  held  a  lot  of  water  for  long 
periods  of  time. 

The  following  morning  I  did  feel 
considerably  better,  so  I  leapt  up 
and  went  to  work.  My  boss  was  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  me.  I  didn’t  under¬ 
stand  why.  I  just  assumed  that  I 
was  on  the  mend  and  would  be 
100%  by  the  next  day,  which  was 
to  be  the  first  of  eleven  whole  con¬ 
secutive  days  of  freedom  from 
both  my  full-time  job  and  GCN.  I 
could  almost  taste  the  libration  of 
those  long-anticipated  unencum¬ 
bered  hours. 

This  day  was  Thursday,  how¬ 
ever,  the  “common  occurrence” 
having  taken  place  on  Tuesday, 
and  after  sitting  for  a  whole  work 
day,  I  didn’t  feel  so  terrific.  I  spent 
the  evening  at  the  GCN  office,  lay¬ 
ing  out  my  classified  pages.  By  the 
end  of  that  stint  I  was  in  very  sorry 
shape.  Jil,  the  circulation 
manager,  who  had  suffered  from  a 
very  serious  back  injury  and  is  our 
resident  authority  on  spinal  “oc¬ 
currences,”  had  not  been  present 
on  Tuesday  or  she  would  have 
warned  me  to  stay  home  and  rest. 
She  told  me  Thursday  evening  that 
the  worst  thing  you  can  do  with  a 
back  problem  is  sit,  and  I  had  been 
sitting  for  about  twelve  hours. 
Walk  around,  lie  down,  stand  up, 
but  sit  as  little  as  possible. 

It  appeared  that  I  had  done  ex- 


History 

Continued  from  page  10 
deeply  integrate  the  concept  of 
poetry  into  theater,  and  also 
movement.  We  come  to  it  through 
our  own  experience  rather  than 
saying  “OK,  we  need  a  three  act 
play  here,  with  a  climax  and  a 
resolution.”  Experiences  don’t  all 
resolve.  By  breaking  down  the  bar¬ 
riers,  theater  loses  one  sense  of 
definition,  but  takes  on  another, 
based  on  what  our  experience  has 
been.  We  find  ugly  parts  of  our¬ 
selves  that  we  don’t  understand  — 
our  hatred  and  anger  —  and  we  let 
it  be  there,  too.  We  explore  rela¬ 
tionships  that  don’t  necessarily 
make  sense  at  first.  This  is  a  much 
more  instinctive  way  to  come  to 
art.  And  this  is  one  way  in  which 
our  politics  and  the  arts  blend:  that 
we  go  back  and  forth  between  the 
personal  and  political  and  find 
that  in  a  lot  of  ways  they  are  one. 
And  from  there  we  begin  to  find 
solutions. 

Lesbian  theater  moves  away 
from  action  and  onto  the  emo¬ 
tional,  the  indistinguishable  little 
things  that  make  us  be  lesbian,  and 
let  us  be  lesbian.  It  becomes  part  of 


actly  what  I  least  wanted  to  do.  No 
wonder  my  boss  had  been  surpris¬ 
ed  to  see  me.  The  sense  of  im¬ 
provement  I  had  felt  was  a  false 
promise.  By  the  time  I  dragged 
myself  home  on  Thursday  night,  I 
was  in  considerable  pain,  and 
movement  was  difficult. 

“The  best  laid  plans ...”  For  a 
year,  ever  since  last  summer,  I  had 
looked  forward  to  our  summer 
vacation  this  year.  I  spent  most  of 
it  in  bed.  For  five  days  I  didn’t 
#even  get  dressed,  and  all  that  time 
tension  mounted  because  I  felt 
guilty  for  wrecking  my  sother’s 
fun.  She  did  not  complain.  In¬ 
stead,  she  read  with  me  and  played 
endless  games  of  gin  rummy, 
though  card  playing  is  definitely 
not  her  thing. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  time  off, 
when  my  back  really  began  to  heal, 
we  did  take  short  trips  to  touristy 
places  like  Walden  Pond  and 
Fruitlands  (two  separate  places, 
two  separate  trips)  which  we 
thought  was  somehow  appropri¬ 
ate.  I  was  in  a  panic,  trying  to 
make  those  days  count  for  some¬ 
thing,  to  keep  them  from  weighing 
zero  in  the  balance  of  our  lives.  I 
felt  that  we  had  to  do  something, 
go  somewhere  that  would  make  a 
monumental  impression  on  us,  but 
we  really  did  nothing  worth  repor¬ 
ting,  except  that  we  were  together, 
and  I  guess  that  is  the  lesson. 

Nothing,  not  the  romance  of  far 
away  places,  nor  the  lush  trappings 
of  palaces,  can  compare  with  the 
smile  on  the  face  of  one’s  beloved. 
Throughout  those  precious  eleven 
days,  I  had  the  rare  and  perfect 
privilege  of  looking  at  my  sother’s 
face  and  seeing  always  there  a  ra¬ 
diant  and  loving  smile,  all  for  me. 
And  even  though  I  was  grouchy,  I 
understood  the  smile  as  the  only 
thing,  when  all  is  said  and  done, 
that  makes  a  damn  bit  of  dif¬ 
ference. 


our  daily  living.  We  don’t  need 
chase  scenes  or  action-packed 
drama  to  be  there  in  the  fullest 
part  of  ourselves  is  what’s  exciting. 
And  that’s  a  very  different  way  of 
coming  to  theater.  It’s  very  subtle. 
And  the  Cauldron  provides  a  very 
intimate  place  where  we  can  work 
this  way. 

We  call  it  The  Cauldron  Experi¬ 
mental  Theater  in  part  to  claim  the 
mystical  power  of  our  ancient 
past,  our  brothers  and  sisters. 
Women’s  theater  is  rooted  in  the 
ritual  of  birth  —  women  gathering 
to  chant  and  sing  while  another 
woman  gives  birth. 

The  Cauldron  is  an  extension  of 
this  magical  past  you  turn  down 
the  lights  and  anything  can  hap¬ 
pen.  I  love  the  space  —  what  was 
once  too  small  of  a  space  has 
become  an  essential,  intimate 
space  where  we  can  find  ways  to 
just  be  together,  to  let  our  dif¬ 
ferences  be  there,  and  explore 
ways  to  interact. 

The  Cauldron  Experimental  The¬ 
ater  is  located  at  22  Randolph  St., 
near  the  Dover  T.  876-8819. 


Fall  Moon  Rising  Cultural  Productions 

presents 


Meg 

Christian 

ON  TOUR 

With  Diane  Lindsay 

Celebrating  Her  New  Album: 

TURNING  rr  OVER 


Toot  Coordinated  By  Roadwork.  Inc  202/234-9300 


November  7, 1981  7:00  PM 
The  Strand  Theatre 

543  Columbia  Road,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Interpreted  for  the  Hearing  Impaired 
Wheelchair  Accessible 
Seating  Reserved.  Tickets  $8.00  each 

Tickets  available  October  1  through:  Women’s  Emporium,  53  River  St., 
Cambridge  (661-2059);  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
(542-0144);  Nancy  Becker;  and  for  the  differently-abled  and  their 
friends  only,  the  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston  Rd.,  Brookline 
(277-0080). 

Mail  Order  Send  SASE  and  checks  or  money  orders  made  payable  to  Full 
Moon  Rising  Productions,  16  Chilton  Street,  Apt.  3,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 

Childcare  reservations  by  November  1:  288-8218.  If  you  need  a  ride  or  can 
offer  someone  a  ride:  492-2660.  Consult  upcoming  newspaper  calendar 
sections  for  info  on  Meg’s  Album  Reception. 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 
$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

$43.50 

O  1  year  (50  issues) 

i  $25.00 

□  25  weeks 
$15.00  regular 
$10.00  low  incomel 

□  12  weeks 

$8.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name  . 
Address 
City _ 


State . 


Zip 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St./Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

'□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARCfi 

Name  _ 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ 

AH  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Gay  Anger 

Continued  from  page  1 

“The  incredible  irony  of  this  sit¬ 
uation,”  commented  Peter  Druck- 
er  of  Solidarity,  “is  that  the  police 
are  going  into  a  neighborhood 
where  gay  people  are  assaulted  and 
killed  and  yet  they  spend  their  time 
harassing  youth  who  have  no  place 
else  to  go.” 

A  representative  of  the  San 
Francisco  Police  D  partment 
claimed  that  as  a  result  of 
complaints  from  merchants  in  the 
area  the  police  have  “focused  a 
little  attention”  on  the  Polk  Street 
area.  He  said  the  police  have  no, 
objection  to  “peaceful  loitering” 
but  that  actual  crimes  involving 
drug  and  liquor  violations  and 
prostitution  are  being  committed. 

“That’s  an  absolute  lie, ’’-said 
Randy  Shell,  also  of  CUAV. 

The  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
quotes  a  police  official  as  saying 
over  a  quarter  of  the  arrests  made 
in  the  area  have  been  on  charges  of 
obstructing  sidewalks  and  door¬ 
ways. 

“People  are  being  arrested  for 
spitting  on  the  sidewalk,”  Mc¬ 
Millin  told  GCN,  “they’re  being 
jerked  out  of  theater  lines,  they’re 
being  arrested  for  looking  wrong, 
for  smelling  wrong,  for  talking 
wrong,  for  walking  wrong.”  He 
added  that  many  of  those  arrested 
are  subjected  to  ridicule,  strip 
searches  and  physical  assault. 

McMillin  said  statistics  kept  by 
CUAV  for  the  past  two  years  show 
that  police  misconduct  was  alleged 
by  fewer  than  two  percent  of  the 
gay  people  arrested  before  mid- 
August  but  that  currently  as  many 
as  97  percent  of  those  arrested 
report  police  abuse. 

According  to  Drucker,  Solidar¬ 
ity  has  made  tentative  plans  to 
stage  a  protest  on  Polk  Street, 
possibly  in  the  form  of  a  picket 
line,  during  the  next  two  weeks  to 
demand  an  end  to  the  police 
sweep. 

McMillin  told  GCN  that  further 
response  by  CUAV  depends  on 
police  action  but  that  continuing 
arrests  and  more  homophobic  at¬ 
tacks  may  force  the  community 
response  into  “more  militant 
hands”  than  those  of  CUAV. 

“The  tension  and  anger  are 
growing  at  an  appalling  rate,” 
McMillin  said. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Boston - 

Continued  from  page  1 
eral  election  in  which  nine  council¬ 
lors  will  be  chosen. 

Scondras,  the  only  openly  gay 
candidate,  fared  particularly  well 
in  Wards  4  and  5,  which  include 
the  Back  Bay,  Beacon  Hill  and  the 
Fenway  area,  where  he  resides. 
Scondras  also  made  a  strong 
showing  in  Roxbury,  the  South 
End  and  Allston.  Lankhorst  and 
Bolling  received  strong  support  in 
those  areas  as  well,  as  did  Charles 
Calvin  Yancey,  current  director  of 
administration  and  finance  at  the 

New  York: — 

Continued  from  page  1 
tan  borough  president  race,  how¬ 
ever,  Stein  took  heavily  gay 
Greenwich  Village  and  Chelsea  by 
a  wide  margin.  To  be  sure,  he  won 
nearly  every  district  south  of 
,  Harlem,  but  his  strength  in  the 
Village  is  nevertheless  surprising. 
One  would  have  thought  that  his 
opponent  Dinkins,  who  is  black, 
reasonably  progressive  and  was 
endorsed  by  the  New  York  Times 
and  the  Village  Voice,  would  have 
done  better  in  liberal  Greenwich 
Village.  But  on  gay  issues,  Stein’s 
record  is  excellent  —  Dinkins  ’  pal¬ 
ed  by  comparison.  Stein’s  open¬ 
ness  to  gay  concerns  as  borough 
president  and  his  appointment  of 
open  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
community  boards  have  won  him 
widespred  respect  in  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

“Stein  is  a  forceful  and  effect¬ 
ive  advocate  of  gay  rights,”  says 
Ken  Sherrill,  an  openly  gay  dist¬ 
rict  leader  on  the  Upper  West  Side 
who  was  himself  a  successful  pri¬ 
mary  candidate  on  Tuesday. 

In  the  mayoral  race,  Barbaro 
lost  to  Koch  by  a  two-to-one 
margin  despite  his  impressive 
minority  and  labor  backing.  To 
many  New  York  gays,  sick  of 


Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council  and  a  veteran  worker  in 
various  community  development 
organizations.  Yancey,  one  of  two 
black  candidates  to  make  the  run¬ 
off,  placed  twelfth  citywide. 

The  election  department  esti¬ 
mated  that  approximately  27 
percent  of  Boston’s  256,570 
registered  voters  took  part  in  the 
election.  Off-year  municipal 
elections,  in  which  there  are  no 
mayoral,  state  or  federal 
candidates,  usually  draw  scant 
voter  turnout. 


Mayor  Koch’s  timid,  vacillating 
stand  on  gay  rights,  Barbaro  de¬ 
served  full  support.  But  despite  all 
the  endorsements,  Barbaro  failed 
to  benefit  from  a  major  mobiliza¬ 
tion  of  gay  voters.  Sherrill 
described  Barbaro ’s  reception  in 
the  community  as  “lukewarm,” 
citing  insufficient  outreach  as  the 
reason.  Paul  Vogel  of  Lambda  In¬ 
dependent  Democrats  (LID)  of 
Brooklyn,  says  that  “Barbaro  is 
not  the  knight  in  shining  armor” 
he  is  cranked  up  to  be  and  that 
LID  members  find  his  gay-rights 
sympathies  less  than  pure.  Bar¬ 
baro  did,  however,  come  extreme¬ 
ly  close  to  beating  the  mayor  in 
the  Village,  where  Koch  usually 
does  well.  “This  is  the  worst  Ed 
Koch  has  ever  done  in  the 
Village,”  says  Sherrill. 

All  in  all,  it  was  not  a  thrilling 
primary,  with  no  clear-cut  homo¬ 
phobes  to  beat  and  no  openly  gay 
candidates  to  rally  behind.The 
hotly  contested  city  council  elec¬ 
tions,  on  which  the  future  of  New 
York’s  gay  rights  bill  could  de¬ 
pend,  are  likely  to  generate  greater 
excitement.  They  are  still  on  hold 
pending  further  federal  court  ac¬ 
tions. 


M iriam  Rosenberg  m.d„  pu.d. 

Diplomate  of  the  American  Board  of  Psychiatry  and  Neurology 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 

.  .  .  experienced  in  therapy  with  lesbians  ( individuals  and 
couples ),  children  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  children  with 
sexual  orientation  issues 

617*358  7512  Weston-Wayland  Une  25  minii from  Boston 


ROBIN 

TYLER 

on  tour  for  the  New 
American  Movement 


Robin  -  a  comic, 
a  lesbian,  an  activist 
and  outrageously  funny 
a  new  Lenny  Bruce! 


OCT.  3:  BALTIMORE 
OCT.  4:  BUFFALO 
OCT.  9:  PITTSBURGH 
OCT. 16:  CHICAGO 
OCT. 17:  DETROIT 
OCT. 18:  MADISON 


Information  in  local  papers 
or  from  NAM,  3244  N.  Clark 
Chicago,  Illinois  60657 


Pewter  Mini-Vase! 


ONLY 

3" 

HIGH! 


117:95  ea. 

ppd. 

101 

PHILLIPS  RD 
HOLDEN.  MA  01520 


>^LITTLE  FLAGS  THEATRE 


at  the 

Charlestown  Working  Theatre 
442  Bunker  Hill  Street 
Charlestown 

Book,  Lyria  *im1  Direction 

Maxine  Klein 


James  Oestereich 


thl  mats  oi 

MOTHER  JOSES 


at  the  Overland  Theatre 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art 

BOSTON 

REMEMBERS 

A  ROLLICKING  MUSICAL  PLAY 
Written  and  Directed  by 

Maxine  Klein 


C«U  2.2-3M4  o.  _ 

Three  weeks  only!  Opens  Sept.  18 
Fridays  and  Saturdays  at  8:00 
Sundays  at2:00 
Tickets  $5.00,  $4. 00 


Boston's  Favorite!  Opens  Oct.  16 

Fridays  at  1:00  and  8:00 
Saturdays  at  8:00 
Tickets  $5.50,  $4.50 


Available  for  group  sales,  benefits,  and  touring. 

i  AND  INFORMATION.  CALL  232-26SC. 


jlg^ESERVATTgNS^ 


•  ENERGIZE 

•  PAINTING-PLASTERING 

•  WEATHERIZATION- 
ENERGY  AUDITS 

•  ENERGY  CONSERVA¬ 
TION  TRAINING 

WOMAN  OWNED  AND 
OPERATED 
DEB  MEAGHER 
ELLIE  MALICK 
CALL  739-1430 


Lee  Judith  Orioff,  Ph.D. 


GIFT 

BOXED 

t 


2  for 
$30.00! 

VISA 

MASTERCARD 
829  -  9  8  44. 


NORTH  AMERICAN  EDITIONS 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 
Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 45Q,, 


ADVERTISEMENT  PAID  FOR  BY  THE 
MARIPOSA  EDUCATION  AND 
RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
female  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
in  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  booktpt  (Available  in  English,  French  and  Spanish.) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  •  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
\  and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

I  Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

i  Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 

diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  of 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
ble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
•  base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases: 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx- 
s  imately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities..Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  ^astro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially 
those  of  the  genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  By  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the. 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  gerins  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design- 
|  ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
.cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homfes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in -many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  used  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal 
|  areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow  up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube^  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial-, 
iy  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  sup- 
j  positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan¬ 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

I  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 

PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 

j  NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
I  guess  we'll  never  own  a  house 
bigger  than  what  would  fit  a  mouse 
and  I’m  too  tired  to  try 
anything  at  all  to  buy. 

I  love  you  more  than  inlaid  floors. 
_ All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

Shy  young  GWF  sks  close  friends  into 
anachronism  of  Rock  &  Roll  RHPS  cats. 
Call  (617)  267-0181  ask  for  Lonnie.  (11) 

LF  OVER  32 

LF  indep  young  40’s  joyfully  alive  sks 
same  to  grow  &  dream  together.  Sensi¬ 
tive  but  with  sense  of  humor.  Let’s 
meet,  Boston  area.  G CN  Box  459.  (1 1) 

Going  to  the  Women  in  Print  confer¬ 
ence,  or  DC  area,  Oct  1-4?  GCN  staff 
members  need  rides.  Please  call  Maida 
at  426-4469. _ _ (VI) 

YNG  GM?  GOING  TO  FLORIDA? 
Driving  to  Fla  soon,  want  yng  man  to 
join  me.  If  you’re  quiet,  under  23,  thin, 
cute,  not  hairy,  can  enjoy  being  very 
close  w/quiet,  GWM  35,  6',  160,  avg 
looks,  then  send  letter  w/photo  &  des- 
crlp  to  Room  #7G,  68  Bradford  St,  Pro- 
vincetown,  MA  02657. _ 

SMILES  FROM  BU,  BC,  HARVARD 
Lux  Newton  Townhs  living  sit  avail  4 
student  or  working  boy  16-24,  who  does 
not  smoke,  no  drugs.  I’m  GWM  33.  Must 
be  discreet  about  situation.  No  rent!! 
Attitude  more  imp  than  looks.  Avail 
10/15  or  sooner.  965-5005  Ted  10  pm-2 
a  m  ! 

_ _ (12) 

LESBIANS:  MOVING  SO  SOON? 

Just  when  yr  apt  was  beginning  to  feel 
homey?  Tired  of  having  to  relocate 
every  time  yr  rent  goes  up?  Have  you 
dreamed  of  owning  a  home  with  other 
women?  We  can  make  it  happen.  Call 
Jil  426-4469  days. 

LIKE  TO  SHOW  IT  OFF 
Hrny  GM  photog  32,  140  bl/haz  sks 
GM  models  18-35  trim  endwd  Fr  pass. 
Rite  Jason  Bx  267,  104  Charles,  Bos 
02114.  Wild  fone  J/Otoo.  No  drugs.  (14) 

LF  22  sks  companionship,  friendship, 
poss  love  w/SDA  LF,  age  21-38  pref’d. 
Let’s  correspond  &  see  what  happens. 
Alice  Maleski  74  Eleven  O’Clock  Rd, 
Weston,  CT  06883. _ (15) 

FEMININE  WOMEN  W/CHARISMA 
30-45  that's  what  I'm  Ikng  for.  I’m  5’5", 
129  lbs,  sensitive.  If  you  want  holding, 
talking,  laughter,  affection  &  love 
w/depth  then  you  want  my  warmth- 
feelings  &  love.  GCN  Box  460. _ (15) 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  Computer. 

Send  SASE  for  Details  to 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St. 
Kittery,  Maine  03904 
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I  am  Catholic  M,  31  yrs,  6'11',  178  lbs, 
light  brn  hair,  don’t  smoke,  &  drink 
occasionally.  Love  to  dance,  but  do  not 
care  to  frequent  bars.  Lkng  for  butch 
companion  who  is  honest,  trusting  & 
caring.  If  interested  pis  ans  to  Bx  781, 
Taunton,  MA  02780. _ (11) 

RADCLIFFE  LESBIANS 
Alumnae,  students,  employes,  friends 
—  LARC  meeting  Sunday,  Oct  4  at  1 1  — 
potluck  —  Alumnae  House.  For  info, 
call  Gloria(617)  354-7817. _ (11) 

MARRIAGE 

I’m  ready  for  it  and  willing  to  compro¬ 
mise.  Let’s  get  out  of  the  rat  race.  I’m 
GWF,  not  young,  not  old,  not  pretty,  not 
ugly.  Two  can  live  cheaper  than  one. 
GCN  Box  462. _ (12) 

I  want  to  meet  someone  who  likes 
theatre  &  long  conversations,  someone 
romantic  as  I  am.  I  live  in  So.  Boston  ,  I 
enjoy  playing  cards,  I  am  female  &  30. 
Please  write  GCN  Box  463. _ (12) 

GLENS  FALLS-LAKE  GEORGE,  NY 
Gays  interested  in  social-support  get- 
togethers  contact  Paul,  Box  563,  Lake 
George,  NY  12845;  all  responded  to  via 
letter  or  Include  tel  number. _ (12) 

NEED  PHOTOS  TAKEN? 

Will  photograph  nude  guys  in  Burling¬ 
ton  VT  area  at  no  charge.  Any  pose, 
solo  or  with  friends  or  lovers,  parties, 
etc.  35mm  color  prints  are  yours.  Pis 
send  photo  &  info  to  GCN  Box  464.  (13) 

COMING  OUT  .  . .  (SORT  OF) 

LF  mid  40s  sks  F  friend;  to  grow  with,  to 
explore,  to  love,  to  laugh,  to  cry.  Not 
into  drugs,  bars  or  religion.  If  U  have  no 
doubts  about  answering  this  ad,  U  R  not 
someone  I’m  Ikng  for.  Never  wrote  ad 
before  but  just  how  do  U  meet  other 
mature  LF  In  this  life  style?  Sk  commit¬ 
ment  to  friendship  and/or  realistic 
romanticism.  MA,  NH  area.  GCN  Box 
<65- _ ’ _ (14) 

GAY  COUPLES 

Need  cohabiting  gay  couples  to  fill  out 
survey  for  PHD  dissertation.  Anon¬ 
ymous  survey  designed  by  gays;  post¬ 
age  included.  Specify  #  of  surveys  for 
you  &  friends.  B.  Christianson,  4  Bed- 
ford  NE,  Ft.  Walton,  FL 32548.  (11) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

PRIVATE  CLUB  &  COFFEE  HOUSE 
Wanted— LFs  in  Fitchburg,  Leominster 
&  surrounding  areas  to  start  private 
club.  Call  Pat  or  Jan  at  PJ’s  Coffee. 
Shoppe  (617)  534-9881  or  537-7005  for 
more  Info. _ (ii) 


Though  not  a  counselor  I  am  thinking  of 
starting  a  small  informal  support  group 
for  people  like  me,  new  to  their  gayness 
and  uncomfortable  in  bars.  Porter  Sq, 
Cambridge.  Interested?  (617)  864-6094. 
Persist. _ (11) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Friendly  gay  hsehold  sks  resp  LF  to 
complete  hse  priv  rm  w/klt  &  bth  shar¬ 
ing  close  to  T  In  Dedham  329-7632  pis 
be  neat  &  considerate  115  pis  V5  util  for 
lots  of  extras. _ (11)> 

3  GF  sk  same  25  pis  for  friendly,  indept 
&  quiet  country  hse  near  T  in  Winches¬ 
ter  10  mins  to  Bos.  Priv  rms  Oct  1, 
126/mo  pis  util.  729-1148,  5-10eves.  (11) 

SUBURBAN  CHARM— MEDFORD 
2  GM  20s  sk  1  mature  quiet  discrt  resp 
GM  2  shre  12  rm  Vic  mansion  BR  own 
LR  bath  kitch  priv  &  dkrm  too  on  bus 
line  pkg  close  to  93  $325  all  utils  Refs 
sers  only  396-0003. _ (11) 

LF  sks  same  to  share  sunny  3  bdrm  apt 
in  Mission  Hill  I  have  one  cat,  wd  not 
mind  more.  Call  Elizabeth  427-2266 
S150/mopls  util. _ (11) 

GF  OR  GM 

Allston— F/29,  GF/21,  cat,  sks  artic  ez- 
going  GF  or  GM  to  shr  3  bdrm  apt  wshr, 
2  prchs,  pkg,  1  mi  Harv/Centrl.  Smk  OK, 
meat  OK,  intel  OK,  music  wlcm— but  qt 
hshld.  $100  pis  'A  util  &  150  sec.  254- 
3218.  Try,  try  again. _ (12) 

JP:  3  LF  Ikng  for  2  more.  Big  hse, 
cooperative,  near  T  &  Pond,  2  cats,  w/d, 
non-smoking,  veg.  Prefer  25  pis.  $100 
pis.  522-3246. _ (12) 

Woman  wanted  Oct  1  for  women's  co¬ 
operative  hsehld:  Feminist,  left  politics, 
vegetarian,  lesbian  &  heterosexual.  No 
cigs,  pets.  782-0599  Alstn. _ (12) 

I’m  moving  back  to  Bos  mid-Oct.  LF  sks 
temp  (perm?)  home.  If  you’ve  a  space 
you’d  like  to  rent  temp  or?  sublet  from 
an  absent  rmmte  call  or  write  Judy  Kent 
4676  Eastern  Av  No  Seattle  98103.  (206) 
632-5735. _ (12) 

Lynn.  GM  w/2  cats  sks  GM  21  to  35  to 
share  sunny  furnished  5  rm  apt  nr 
King's  Beach.  Must  be  neat,  respons- 
ible.  Pref  non-smoker.  595-1237.  (14) 

•  GM  sks  GM  or  F  to  share  Ig  Back  Bay 
apt  for  9/1.  Lkng  for  stable  friendly 
person.  I  am  friendly  31  yr  old  profes¬ 
sional.  Jim  at  Watershlp  Inn,  487-0094. 
_ (11) 

GF  soc  wkr  sks  warm  indep  GF  to  share 
spac  2  bdrm  apt  in  Newton  w/frpl/porch/ 
gar  200/mo  pis  util.  332-2682  leave 
mess.  No  pets. _ (12) 

LF  sks  2nd  LF  (self-sufficient,  pref  25 
pis)  to  share  2nd  fl  2  br  apt  in  JP  nr  T. 
Non-smk.  Cat  or  dog  OK.  $95  pis  util. 
Move  In  immed.  524-6592.  (11) 

2  GF  sk  1  GF  25  pis  4  priv  entry  home 

Littleton,  MA.  135  pis  ut  &  wood  engy 
cons,  semi-veg,  co-op.  Not  in  2  drugs. 
Woodstove  welcome.  486-3078  aft  6 
P-m. _ (11) 

LF  sks  1  or  2  LF— quiet  indep  clean 
semi-veg  for  Oak  Sq  Bri  apt  in  hse  nr 
bus.  No  cigs,  no  more  pets.  150/mo  pis 
for  1  or  225  for  2  if  pref.  783-0204. 
_ (11) 

LF  27  w/cat  sks  LF  or  GM  to  share  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Roslindale  nearT.  Stability 
&  independence  a  must.  $150  pis. 
469-2916  Andrea. _ (VI) 

LF  wanted  as  7th  for  dyke  household  in 
Coolidge  Cnr.  Hse  nr  T.  Veg/no  pets. 
Pref  no  smok.  $87  pis  util.  Warm,  open 
sense  of  humor.  232-0117. _ (11) 

3  F  (2  L,  1  str)  seek  1  F  for  Brookline 

house,  25  pis.  Safe  nr  T  $167  pis. 
Roomy  independent  house.  Non-smok¬ 
er  pref.  Avail  Oct  1.  277-2986.  Keep 
trying. _ (11) 

JOBS  WANTED 

HELP  FIGHT  UNEMPLOYMENT- 
HIRE  A  GCN  WRITER 
Industrious  but  starving  GCN  writer  will 
soon  perish  without  another  part-time 
job.  Call  Larry,  426-4469,  days. 


SERVICES 


TYPIST 

Fast,  accurate,  IBM  self-correcting 
selectric  typewriter.  Thesis,  papers, 
statistical,  manuscript  typing  done 
reasonable  rates.  (617)  864-0787,  (11) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  general  issues  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  communication,  Intimacy 
and  personal  issues.  Call  Francis  Giam- 
brone  451-1398, 661-4070,  _ (16) 

KEENE  AREA  COUNSELING 
Individual,  couples,  groups,  &  parents 
of  gays.  Office  hours  in  Keene  &  Wal- 
pole,  NH  (603)  756-4226. _ (VI) 

BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATE? 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group  &  Couples 
Counseling; 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square,  Boston 
FALL  OFFERINGS: 

*  Gay  &  Lesbian  Couples 
Therapy  Group— Monday  Eves 
Insurance  Accepted 
‘Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Wed  Afternoons  (12:30-2  PM) 
‘Career  Asssment  for 
Individuals 

‘Assertiveness  Training 
Course  for  Gay  Men 
‘Assertiveness  "Tune-UP” 
Workshop  for  Members  of  Past 
A.T.  Groups  (Sat  Oct  17) 

* Therapy  for  Individuals 
And  Couples 
Call  (617)  266-1450 
For  Initial  Appointment 


COUNSELOR  IN  CENTRAL  NH 

For  personal  growth,  career  adjust¬ 
ment,  couples,  problem  drinkers, 
gay  fathers,  coming  out  to  family, 
feeling  good  about  yourself.  Call 
after  5pm.  Joseph  Allen,  M.Ed, 
clinical  counselor,  Concord,  NH 
(6  0  3)  224-6931. 


FOR  SALE 


NATlCK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarota,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  quali¬ 
ty  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night. _ (8) 


ARABIA  COUNSELING 

Now  Forming  Groups  For 
Lesbians  in  Relationships 
Lesbian  Growth  &  Support 
Lesbian  Couples 
Bisexual  Women 

LOCATED  IN  KENMORE  SQUARE 
247-4661  x  56 


GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

is  reforming.  Group  explores  Inti¬ 
macy,  relationships,  gay  self-image. 
Group  meets  Thurs  eves.  Sliding 
Scale,  insurance  accepted.  Call  Jim 
Fishman,  MSW,  at  628-8286. 


For  your  wellbeing:  Holistic  Massage 
Therapy,  Bach  Flower  Remedies,  Tarot. 
Mumtaz  Kammerer,  Certified  Massage 
Therapist.  522-6983. _ (11) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP’-*' 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
.  Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  Issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 
_ (28) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

JEWELRY  CUSTOM  DESIGNED 
Specializing  in  seahorse  and  lambda  or 
anything  depicting  gay  life  style.  Call 
Jan  or  Pat  (617)  534-9881  or  537-7005. 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

WHITE  MTNS— NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
75  acres  heavily  wooded  mtnside  &  top- 
face  SW.  Gorgeous  views,  small 
stream,  Newfound  Lake  area.  Lifetime 
supply  wood.  $26,000.  (617)  282-2032. 

_ (ID 

PUBLICATIONS 

Socialist-Feminism  Discussion  Bulle¬ 
tin;  articles  on:  Trends  In  the  women’s 
mvt,  reproductive  rhts,  lesbian/gay 
liberation,  community  org,  wking 
women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available  from: 
Solidarity,  a  Socialist-Feminist 
Network,  4360  23rd  St,  SF,  CA  94114. 
$3.95  (inc.  postage).  _ (c) 

MOVERS  

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Plano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

RESORTS 

PROVINCETOWN 

Enjoy  the  beauty  of  Cape  Cod.  Spend  a 
wk  or  wkend  one  br  split  level  apt 
Columbus  Day  weekend  Fri-Mon  $130 
(617)  487-2268  or  783-3547. _ (12) 

SEAFAIR  INN— OGUNQUIT 
Nicest  rooms  &  best  prices  in  Ogun- 
qult!  Short  walk  to  beach  &  bars.  Enjoy 
the  beautiful  Sept  weather  &  off-season 
rates  w/us.  (207)  646-2181. _ (11) 

ASPASIA  GUEST  HOUSE 
Womon-owned  —  open  till  Nov  23.  reas 
rates,  comfrtbl  rms,  shrd  bth,  pkng, 
Cont  brkfst  Suns,  calm  Fall  atmos, 
beaches,  scenery,  bike  trails,  Province- 
town,  MA  02067.  (617)  487-251 1 .  (12) 

NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-TH E-SEA  ' 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

The  perfect  getaway  open  until  Colum¬ 
bus  Day.  Low  off  season  rates  $15-$32 
double  occupancy.  Free  parking  & 
continental  breakfast.  Bring  your  lover 
or  snuggle  up  to  someone  new.  Call  for 
reservations  (617)  487-0094,  7  Winthrop 
St.,  PO  Box  918,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657. _ (12) 

FALLS  VILLAGE  INN 
For  women  to  be  together.  Rooms  in 
old  colonial  home.  Woods,  river,  pool, 
tennis  ct.  Beautiful  foliage  now.  Single 
women  &  small  groups  welcome. 
$15-30.  Women  owned.  Karen  or  Jan 
NYC  (212)  369-0741,  CT  (203)  824-7479 
weekends  only, _ (13) 


DOBERMAN  PINSCHER  PUPS 
AKC  reg  ch  bloodlines,  sire  has  nine 
points,  affectionate,  vigorous,  &  very 
playful.  Ears  cropped,  shots,  parvo, 
black-rust.  $250  up.  282-2032.  (1 1) 

WASHER  AND  DRYER 
Automatic,  gas  heat,  has  been  under 
Sears  service  for  seven  years.  Good 
condition.  Will  sell  as  pair  only,  $300. 
South  End.  Call  Dave,  661-6975  days. 

RUSSIAN  BLUE  KITTENS 
Emerald-eyed  silver-coated  beauties 
from  grand  champion  lines.  Wonderful 
loving  pets  for  house  or  apt.  Greg  or 
Alan  (603)  868-7416. _  (12) 

Jewelry  catalog.  Prices  start  at  $1.50, 
includes  lambdas  &  woman’s  signs. 
Send  35  cents  free  sample  pin  enclosed 
w/catalog.  Del  Valle,  PO  Box  16140, 
Long  Beach,  CA  90806. _ (12) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Convenience  store  in  Gardner  Ikng  for 
mature,  honest,  hard-wrkng  person, 
area  resident  interest  in  learning 
business  fully  must  be  able  to  work  any 
hrs  7  days/wk  inclu  holidays.  *48  hr  wrk 
wk  ‘paid  health,  life,  disability  insumce 
after  30  days,  ‘two  wks  paid  vacation 
after  1  yr.  *exc  workng  conds.  1-632- 
7363  for  interview.  Ask  for  John.  (12) 

FEMINIST  SUMMER  CAMP 
Mountain  Meadow  a  feminist  summer 
camp  needs  a  4th  collective  member. 
Organizing,  camping  skills  &  ability  to 
work  independently  &  collectively  are 
needed.  Third  World  &  working  class 
women  are  encouraged  to  apply.  For 
more  Info  write  Mountain  Meadow  4724 
Kingsessing  Ave,  Phila,  PA  19143.  (11) 


WANTED 


Lesbian  writer,  1  bk  published,  writing 
another,  needs  financial  help.  Details 
on  request.  No  propositions,  please. 
GCN  Box  461.  _ (11) 


INSTRUCTION 


SELF  HYPNOSIS/ASC 
Individual,  group,  fall  classes  guidance 
in  reaching  states  of  consciousness  for 
specific  purposes:  learning  perception 
relaxation,  smoking,  weight  etc.  (617) 
282-8392. _ (12) 

APARTMENTS _ 

South  End  apt  ground  fir  efficiency  furn 
or  not  ht  &  util  inc.  $250/mo  536-4864. 

_ QM 

Roslindale  2  br  apt  in  2  fam.  Very  Ig, 
hdwd  firs,  tile  bth,  gas  hw,  ht,  cooking. 
$400/mo  does  not  Incl  utils.  469-2041  aft 
6  pm, _ (12?) 

SO  END  WORCESTER  SQUARE 
Owner-occ  rooming  hse  Ige  sunny  rm 
w/eat-in  kitch,  share  bath,  new  paint, 
sanded  firs.  $225  inc  all  util.  536-9546 

_  U1?) 

Dorchester  nr  Galvan  Blvd  Apt  7  rms  3rd 
fl  newly  reno  ft  &  rear  porch,  storm 
windows,  fenced  yd  safe  hm  mix  neigh 
owner  occupied.  All  utils  by  tenant. 
Lesbians  preferred.  Geri,  288-9471,  (12?) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

4  rm,  first  fl  apt  w/separate  entrance. 
Needs  painting,  will  provide  materials  & 
assistance.  $250/mo,  inc  heat  &  sec. 
Call  522-6748.  (11?) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 

day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted 
by  phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to 
Gay  Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston, 
Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include 
your  area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone 
number. 

Business  :  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

.  Non-business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  charac¬ 
ters  per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Head¬ 
lines  are  50  cents  per  week  for' 25  characters. 

All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in  your 
own  home,  are  business. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if 
you  pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your 
mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks,  rf 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a 
$6.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 
Our  hours  are  10  to  6,  Mon.  through  Fri. 


Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10  per  column  inch. 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 

Headlines _ 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  A  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


First  4  lines . at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  $_ 


Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks 


Name _ 

Address _ 

Signature  _ 

Account  No. _ 

Expiration  Date 


3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 
Print  Neatly 
City _ State 


Zip 


Phone 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-Whlte  Men  Social/Support  Group 
do  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
,  do  R.  Skiba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
,Cauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  876-8819 

Chlltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St„  Boston  02114 
El  Comlte  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexualesdeBoston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Community  Center,  104  Charles  #169,  Boston  02114 
GAY  HOTLINE(6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
Box  8774,  Boston  02114  327-2620 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  445-3604 

do  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
do  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesblan/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  1 79, 1 1 8  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115  471  -8404 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  021 16  542-5415 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesblan  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 
Boston  College,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

Gay  People’s  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr„  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradla  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bllitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St„  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186V4  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  661-0450 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling)  1-358-7512 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr„  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS _ 

AmTikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Alyson  Publ,,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  .Catherine:  723-6327 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1  FM 
Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  .  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  021 14  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02172  924-0336 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Belvllle  &  Assoc. 

Boston  Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay 
Health  Workers,  Box  673,  Randolph  02368 
’  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance/East 
P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge. 

Tufts  Skin  Qare  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St„  Newton,  02158 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 
1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline 
M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 
173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge 


426-9444 

266-1450 


267-7573 

843-5300 


864-8181 

542-5188 

542-5188 

965-1311 

266-3444 

661-0248 

956-5293 

965-2040 

232-1459 

9243332 


BOOKS/BARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  RiverSt.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

Delivery  Entrance,  12  Wilton  St.  783-5701 

Elbow  Room,  1 00  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338-8447 

Harry's  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Jacques,  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  8644130 

Playland,  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 


Skippers,  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St. 

SporteTs  Cafe.  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boylston  St. 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men’s  baths),  4  LaGrange  St. 


262-5735 

423-7730 


426-0086 

426-1451 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


263-9607 

756-0730 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luwers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915 
Provlncetown  24Hour  Drop-In  Center 
Survival  Crisis  Line 

RELIGIOUS 


Families  of  Gay  Persons  723-0050 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  8pm-mtdn!ght 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940  728-6023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840  847-7229 

WOMEN _ 

342-5117  Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center, 

745-3848 
487-0387 
471-7100 


863-2189 

863-2189 


Jonah  Community  Church 
Box  L83,  New  Bedford,  MA  02745 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provlncetown  02657  (46pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 


522-5575 

624-6869 

624-6869 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

624-6869 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women’s  Collective,  do  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-2488 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College  442-7458 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 
Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  061 17  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta  Norwalk,  06850 
Dlgnity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Harlford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

748-5341 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St..  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


942-5368 

728-6023 


997-5601 


851-6711 

753-8360 


771-6739 

999-1570 

745-5873 

791-5127 

752-5905 


Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannls  02601 
New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 
The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603 
Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance.  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (41 3) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01 060  584-4580 

Everywoman's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 
Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501 
M-F  8-11  pm 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
'  Institute  of  Social  Ethlcs/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103 
NAMBLA/CT 


Joe  224-6931 
Portsmouth  03801 


STUDENT 


Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 
Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 

Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 
Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  0581 9 


Middlebury  Gay  Men's  Support  Group 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 


4633966 

862-4296 


6334047 
or  626-3618 
(eves)  338-6819 
387-GAYS 
or  (603)  756-4226 


7731946 

8631236 

862-4296 


729-1750 


Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates 
Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  7834085 

Nat.  Org.  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  1117,  Caribou  04737 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
do  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Unlversalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  7732121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  5635856 

New  Jersey  (201 ) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box 337,  Irvington  07111  7539053 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  735-9714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 
Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 
Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  7530618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  do  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012 
National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  1291,  Montclair  07042 
Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

New  York  City  (21 2) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572,799-9432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21  St  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Christ.  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036  947-0949 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 
989-6653 


9931023 


7436196 


4338354 

727-0379 


FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids) 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  10011 
Gay  Switchboard 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club 
NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
do  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/ Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 
Box  174,  NYC  10018 


5931445 

4735884 


777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 


Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St. 

Senior  Action  In  a  Gay  Environment 
487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 
Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St. 

WOMEN 


2538097 
741-2247 
242  4140 


All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912 
Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912 
Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860 
Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  8633062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/ProvIdence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  4833144 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  ,  Paul  8831305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521,  Concord  03301  4833144 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  3334327 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
67  Thorndike  St.,  Concord  03301 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women’s  club, 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21  St  St.  924-2970 

Comm,  for  Soc.  Change  of  Nat.  Gay  Health  Coalition 
do  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  10012  473-5731 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  9833012 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  932-0216  (eves) 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  6238532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  2535969,4931060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21  St  St.,  2nd  fl.,  10010 


924-2970 


RELIGIOUS 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

55  BethuneSt.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  do  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F,  10014  5933839, 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


242-6616 

9239498 

8633050 

6830628 

989-6653 

242-5549 

242-1212 

8633580 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
Box  294,  10014 

NY  Native,  250  W.  57th,  #417,  10107 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

STUDENT 


5932597 

674-6004 


Gay  People  at  Columbia 

Earl  Hall,  Rm  304  10027  2835113 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810  5937056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014  691-6969 

-Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr.  6830628 

Identity  House  243-8181 

Institute  For  Human  Identity  799-9432 

National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
do  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  (2nd)  NYC  10012  4735713 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SQCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)4832050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)  324-2468 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:3310  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

(315)4736857 


(716)831-2179 


(518)4639246 
(516)  826-0600 
(518)462-6138 


(914)  948-4922 


Syracuse  13202 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  7935198 

WOMEN _ _ 

Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (31 1pm) 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  SUNY  Stony  Brook 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
LambdaUniv.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  4736857 

MEDIA _ 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4630423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POUTICAL/LEGAL _ 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(607)  2536482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)2736181 
(516)  4232134 
(516)2437943 


(518)462-6138 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($10/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN'T). 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


+  *  *  +jh*  +  *+**  +  +  *■ 


Boston,  MA  —  Chi  Item  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  events  with  Info  #s:  general  Info, 
John  275-1336;  volleyball,  Dee  266-2147;  swim-' 
mlng  227-5363;  basketball  236-1914. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and. 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 


Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at' 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
*2 


Boston,  MA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice," 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the' 
gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calendar., 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Non-competitive 
Softball.  Magazine  Field.  Memorial  Dr.  and 
Magazine  St.  (across  from  Stop  'n  Shop).  Alt 
women  welcome.  3:15-5:15pm.  Sponsored  by 
DOB. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  wfth 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
.nstruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 


Orleans,  MA  —  ^Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group,' 
alternative  to  me  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,! 
Orleans,  MA  02653.  i 


coming  events 


sept  28  mon 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  meets  at  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th 
floor)  across  from  Park  St.  T  stop.  7:30pm. 
New  members  welcome!  Info:  731-6737. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  “In  the  beginning  of  the 
end,”  a  multimedia  show  turning  several 
thousand  years  of  patriarchy,  religion  and 
social  structure  upside  down.  Tonight  and 
tomorrow  eve  at  8pm.  Harvard  Science  Ctr, 
Hall  B.  S3  donation. 

A 


29  tues  ^  w 

Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  txperimenial 
Theater.  Meeting  for  people  who  want  to  )oln 
the  collective  at  the  Cauldron.  Help  with 
networking,  producing,  funding,  building  a 
lesblan/gay  theater.  7pm.  FREE!  876-8619. 
Boston,  MA  —  L'Shana  Tova!  Second  night 
Rosh  Hashana  services.  Hillel  House,  North¬ 
eastern  U,  456  Parker  St.  (near  Museum).  Am 
Tikva  Info:  628-3986  or  1524-1617. 

Sslom,MA  —  Gay/Lesbian  Film  Night 
presented  by  the  North  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance.  Showing  “Gay  USA,"  "Greet¬ 
ings  from  Wash  DC,  and  "Woman-loving 
Women."  Screening  Room  of  Meier  Hall, 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical  Soci¬ 
ety,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
and  offering  informal  concerts.  Interested  mu¬ 
sicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888,  Ra¬ 
chel  742-7997  or  Frank  266-9423. 


Boston,  MA  —  Qay  AA  meets  at  Old  West1 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 


Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  knd  Discussion! 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info- 
278-5475.  - 

'Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and; 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm-] 
Ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691.  , 


Boston, MA  —  North  American  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St  (near  Park  St.  T  stop) 
8pm.  (Except  during  July  and  August.  Next 
meeting  Sept.  9).  tnfo:542-0144. 


Acton,  MA" —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam-i 
jbridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har-: 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 


Wednesday 


Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men’s  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 


monday 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al-i 
,llanoe  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
All  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128A,‘ 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  lnfo:i 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen  ¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havilandi 
St,  (near  Auditorlumvstop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People's  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St.  Help  to 
organize  our  resistance  to  Reaganism  in  Bos¬ 
ton  and  nationwide  at  the  All-peoples'  Con¬ 
gress  in  Detroit  and  the  National  Days  of  Re¬ 
sistance  in  November.  Info:  424-1176. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay. 

History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Watertown.MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the' first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp,  Outjng  July  and  August, 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 


Boston,  MA  —  Sons  of  the  Suns,  a  weekly 
meeting  for  homeless  gay  men  over  18. 
Center  Club,  48  Boylston  St.  (second  floor). 
9:30am.  Info:  247-9141. 


Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance.  Social/supper  every  other 
Thursday.  Info:  583-8447. 


Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 


Northampton,  MA  -  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
bn  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian: 


Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413)1 
(586-5979. 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
! Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 


Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New1 
members  welcome  Help  make  the  medial 
.Tnore  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679., 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays  , 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce-' 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 


Provide  nee,  Rl  —  Lesblan/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 
5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  272-9247  or 
751-3322.  _ 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8r>m.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
onth. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A, 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Genter,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


tuesday 


.ynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Umn  Community  Health  Center,  86! 
.Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. _ 


friday 


Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexuat 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 


Boston, MA  —  Boston  Alnance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  is  having  a  new  per¬ 
son's  orientation  meeting  every  week.  This  is 
a  chance  for  newcomers  to  meet  and  talk  in  a 
small  group.  7pm.  128A  Tremont  St.  4th  floor 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop).  Infrj 338-9472 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women  s 
programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements.! 
Calf  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  comrl 
menttp.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2'h  meets  at 
n.  To 


Boston, MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern’s 
social/sport  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  friends,  meets  every  Wednesday  at 
266  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Hampden  County.MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  /  MYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  EFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 


Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  TO  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor’s  office.  All  interested 
parties  welcome. 


Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 


thursday 


Hartford, CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-ln 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  SAxual 
Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425, 


Concord,  NH  —  Central  NH  Men’s  Support 
Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve  at  67  Thorndike 
St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931, 


Brattleboro,VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second  i 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 

Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:300(1^  _ .  _ 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30J 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  (aay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and 
occasional  trips/activities  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 


oct  1  thurs 

Boston,  MA  -  PROOFREADING  AND  LAY¬ 
ING  OUT  AT  GCN.  COME!  HELP!  REFRESH¬ 
MENTS!  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DE¬ 
TAILS. 

Boston, MA  —  The  Gay  Divorcees,  a  lesbian 
theater  company,  presents  a  studio  perform¬ 
ance  of  “Show  of  bad  taste."  Bates  School, 
731  Harrison  Ave.  8pm.  Info  and  reservations: 
524-6592.  (Performances  tonight  and  tomor¬ 
row  night). 

Boston,  MA  —  Triangle  Theater  Co.  presents 
"Nice  Habits,"  a  musical  revue  of  loves  and 
lovers.  Oct.  1,  2  &  3,  and  Oct.  15,  16  &  17.  Hill 
House,  74  Joy  St.  (Beacon  Hill).  Info  and  reser¬ 
vations:  M-F  6-8pm  227-5841. 

Boston,  MA  —  Four  week  course  in  safe  and 
-  effective  weight  training  for  women.  Tues  & 
Thurs  eves  6:30pm.  New  England  Women’s 
Gym,  46  Waltham  #107.  Info  and  pre-reg 
(required):  451-3514. 

New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  at  Conn.  College  meeting.  Open 
to  anyone  interested.  Events  and  discussions. 
Fanning  Hall,  Rm  412.  9pm.  Info:  442-7458.  , 


2  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  SUMMER  FRUITS:  Creative 
works  by  Boston  gay  men:  Theater  (Boys 
Curse,  choreopoem  performance  by  clover 
chango);  dance  (original  choreography  with 
poetry  by  Beaker  Jones/Tim  Conant);  visual 
art  (New  Forms  of  Drag  by  Gene  Mignolia  of 
Fruit  of  the  Moon  Designs).  Cauldron  Experi¬ 
mental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (off  Harrison 
Ave.  near  Dover  T  stop)  Sept.  18  at  8pm;  Sept. 
19  at  4pm;  Oct.  2  and  3  at  8pm.  $3/4  suggested 
donation  (more  If/less  if).  Fresh  fruit  and 
punch. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and 
Gay  History  Project  presents  Charley  Shively 
speaking  about  "Love  letters  to  Walt  Whit¬ 
man"  (from  the  lover  who  Inspired  the  Cala¬ 
mus  poems).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Sheperd 
Rm.,  Harvard  Yard.  7:15pm.  $2  donation. 
Boston,  MA  —  Community  Forum  to  discuss 
stratgles  for  organizing  around  violence 
against  women  and  about  Take  Back  the 
Night.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Covenant,  676 
Newbury.  Sponsored  by  Boston  Women’s 
Coalition. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Saco  River 
Fall  Foliage  Canoe  Trip.  Info:  Roy  (617) 
247-1206  (h)  or  864-5770  ext  5770  (w). 

Boston,  MA  —  Triangle  Theater  Co.  See  Oct.  1 
above. 

t 


today)  will  be  held  on  Clemente  Field  In  the 
Fenway  (near  the  Rose  Garden  and  the  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Fine  Arts)  from  noon  to  5pm.  Games, 
prizes,  food  and  drink.  Folkdancing  taught! 
Info:  Kevin  338-9472. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Gay  Youth  Group  (ages 
14-21  only)  meets  every  Saturday.  Info: 
272-9247. 


Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater.  Summer  F/uits.  See  Oct.  2  above. 
Warner  VT  — -  Gay  Celebration.  Blue  Tooth, 
Sugar  Bush  Access  Rd.  Live  band,  buffet, 
door  prizes.  6pm.  Tickets  available  at  the 
Nutshell  (Burlington).  Info:  862-5455. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Apple-picking  and  picnic 
for  lesbian  mothers  and  children.  Meet  at 
Cambridge  Women's  Center,  48  Pleasant  St. 
at  11am.  Bring  picnic  lunch  and  money  for 
apples.  Carpooling  to  orchards  to  be  ar¬ 
ranged.  Info:  354-8807. 

Hennlker,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  will  be  offering  a  seminar  and  15 
workshps  at  Pat’s  Peak  Ski  Lounge.  Info: 
485-3144. 


Boston,  MA  -  GCN  STUFFIND  AND  SEND- 
DING  OUT  THE  PAPER.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE 
FOR  DETAILS 


Salem  State  CoNJ7:30gm.  _ 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is 


3  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  Festival  (rescheduled  for 


Boston,  MA  —  "Raygun's  assault  on  civil 
liberties:  the  creation  of  scapegoats,"  a  talk 
by  Nancy  Gertner  at  the  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  (Copley  Square). 
11am. 

New  Haven,  CT  —  Somewhere  Two  Coffee¬ 
house  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  presents 
singer-songwriter  John  CaTvl  of  Vermont.  425 
College  St.  (upstairs).  9pm.  $2  donation. 


Tuesda^atnggM^M 


